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Sir WiLLiam MzELvin to 
Joun CrorTs, Eq 


=, | Melvin Abbey, June 4. 
OUR very. particular inquiries 
about my ward, Miſs Melmoth, 
give me reaſon to believe, from 
the manner in which you made them, 
that ſomething ſtronger than mere curi- 
ofity excited you to aſk thoſe queſtions 
in regard to her birth, &c. which I ſhall 
_ anſwer with all imaginable pleaſure. 
„Vor I. . But 
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But I firſt beg leave to inform you, 
that though J am her guardian, I ſhall 
never take upon me to bias or controul 
her inclinations, in an affair which muſt 


determine the happineſs or miſery of her 


life. I have, indeed, a high opinion of 


your merit; time may render the young 


lady equally ſenſible of it. Lou, Sir, 


was ſtruck at firſt fight; nor can I won- 
der: for, if one may judge from ap- 
pearances, ſhe has every gentle and en- 
gaging quality which can adorn the ſex. 
I hope, however, ſhe will not too haſtily 
diſpoſe of her heart : from the character 
1 have heard of her, I think ſhe will not. 
Her refidence at my houſe has been fo 


ſhort, that, at preſent, I can only judge 


of her by what others report: a week's 
acquaintance, however, has convinced 
me, that ſhe has a ſolidity, a diſcretion, 

which one ſeldom meets with in girls of 
her age; for ſhe is now, I think, but 
barely entered into her nineteenth year. 

| | Excuſe 
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Excuſe me, Sir, I too long delay the 
requeſted particulars of her family and 
fortune. Permit me to relate a little 
adventure, which firſt introduced me to 
the knowledge of her worthy father. 
I had finiſhed what is called the grand 
tour, and. was on my return to England, 
when, croſſing a foreſt about twenty 
miles on this ſide of Paris, attended by 
two ſervants, I heard the report of piſ- 
tols, which ſeemed to iflue from behind 
a thick grove of trees, on one fide of the 
main road. I inſtantly clapped ſpurs to 
my horſe, ordering my domeſticks to 
follow. - The wood was almoſt impene- 
trable, or, perhaps, we had not diſco- 
vered the right path. After advancing, 
2 with great difficulty, for about a quarter 
of a mile, we came to a pretty large 
opening, where the firſt objects that met 
my eyes were two ſervants ſtretched at 
their length, and, to all appearance, 
lifeleſs. A little farther, tied to a tree, 
B2 ſtripped 


* 
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ſtripped of moſt of his cloaths, was a 
middle-aged, well-looking man, who, 
by his air, and that part of his dreſs 
which the robbers had left him, I judged 
to be their maſter. All this was ſuffi⸗ 
ciently ſhocking ; but till more deeply 
was J affected, when I beheld, as I fill 
continued to advance, a lady with hair 
diſhevelled, and garments all torn and 
diſordered, running towards me, holding 
in her trembling arms a child of about 
two years old, exclaiming, Save me, 
fave me! O my child, my child!” In- 
ſtantly three of the villains appeared in 
purſuit of her. Never can I be ſuffi- 
ciently grateful to heaven for deigning u 
to make me the happy inſtrument of 
their deliverance. After an obſtinate 
combat, in which Mr. Melmoth, now 
being reſtored to liberty, aſſiſted, the 
| robbers were put to fli ght. We found 
his equipage at ſome diftance, into 
winch we firſt put his only ſurviving 

ſervant, 
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bereue, who was very dan gerouſly 
wounded. The lady's maid was next 


ſought for, and found, in a ſwoon, at the 
foot of a tree, to which the wretches 


had bound one of her arms in ſuch a 
manner, that it was almoſt broken. To 
be ſhort, I accompanied them. to Calais, 
from whence they propoſed to embark 
with me for England. Here Mis. Mel- 
moth was ſeized with a dangerous fever, 
partly the conſequence of her fright, 
partly the remains of an indiſpoſition, 
for which ſhe had been ordered by her 
phy ſicians to the ſouth of France, where 
they had for a twelvemonth paſt reſided, 
without having received much benefit | 
from the preſcription. 379 


Il felt myſelf ſo ſtrongly attached to 
1 | this little, amiable family, that I could 
not leave them, but choſe to wait for 

9 (What, alas, never happened) Mrs. Mel. 
moth's recovery. She died a fortnight 
3 1 aſter 


after the commencement of her illneſs, 
leaving her huſband the , moſt afflicted 
and diſconſolate of men. She had, with 
her laſt breath, recommended her be- 
loved Mariana, not only to his care, but 
to mine. After her funeral, we returned 
to England: Mr. Melmoth continued 
to honour me with his warmeft friend- 
ſhip: the child was ſent into the coun- 
try, and placed under the care of his 
ſiſter, a worthy woman, who had diſ- 
obliged her family by marrying beneath 
her birth: her father never was recon- 
ciled, nor ever would give her a farthing. 
My friend, however, had, when he came 
to his eſtate, after the death of that ob- 
durate parent, acted nobly by her; and, 
by beſtowing a conſiderable living on 
her huſband, who is a clergyman, ren- 3 
dered their circumſtances perfectly eaſy. 5 
Mr. Melmoth continued fingle near 
thirteen years: better for him had he 
ever continued ſo ; but there is a ſate in 
_ theſe 
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theſe affairs. Chance brought him into 


company with lady Jones, a widow of 
forty-five, a woman of very moderate 


underſtanding, infinitely vain, coquettiſn 


and extravagant; in ſhort, the very re- 
verſe of his firſt moſt amiable and long- 
lamented: Emilia. This lady, ſuch as I 
bave deſcribed her, had the art to draw 
my ſenſible friend into her ſnare; in an 
evil hour he made her his wife. She 
brought home with her a daughter by 


her firſt marriage, on whom the lavithed 


all her fondneſs': indeed, I am told ſhe 


is a moſt deſerving young lady. Ma- 
riana was ſuffered to continue in the 


country: Mr. Melmoth regretted her 
abſence ; but he owned to me, in confi - 
dence, that, for the ſake of peace, he 
was compelled to give up the point- 
Vexation and regret for his ſecond im- 


prudent marriage ſhortened his life. 


*Tis now near fix months ſince he died 
ar having appointed me one of his 


* daughter's 
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daughter's guardians, and making it his 
laſt requeſt, that ſhe might live with me 
under the protection of my ſiſter. As he 
was poſſeſſed of a very conſiderable for- 
tune, I made no doubt but that he would 
| leave the principal part of it to her. 
38 What then was my ſurprize, on his will 
| being opened, to find that he had be- 
* queathed to her only the five thouſand 
pounds which he had received with her 
mother. I own, that I cannot help ſuſ- 
1 pecting ſome foul play in the affair; 
8 time, perhaps, will bring it to light. 

| Mariana has a ſufficiency ; the man who 

Is worthy of her, will, I am _ be of ij 
my n. 4 


N So gd for her fortune and con- 
nexions. You alſo made ſome enquiry f 
about her birth. Her father, who was a 
younger brother, had been in buſineſs: 
no diſparagement this, I thould think, 
anceito trade and commerce we owe the 

flouriſhing 


INE ambition. J 
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flouriſhing ſtate of our happy ifle. Mr. 
Melmoth did not pique himſelf on ima- 
ginary diſtinctions; but, if he had choſe 
to boaſt, no one could produce a more 
ancient or illuſtrious pedigree. My: 
ward's relations are all in the higher 
ſphere of life, excepting her worthy 
aunt, and her family, whom, however, 
ſhe prefers to all the reſt. Nothing but 
the laſt commands of a reſpected father 
could have induced her to leave them, 


and their ſweet retreat, though certainly 


it would have been a pity to ſuffer ſo 
many charms to be buried in obſcurity. 
Mariana, if I miſtake not, is formed ta 
make a diſtinguiſhed figure in life. May 
ſhe, however, wiſely prefer the ſubſtance 


of happineſs to the ſhadow; and not, 


like too many of her ſex, : be milled he 


1 am, Sir, your s, be. 0 


4 
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Sudley Farm, 


EVER were a ſet of people fo 
unhinged as we all are ſince the 

7 of my Mariana. I have, for 
my part, tried every room in the houſe, 
have ſpoke to every one of the family, 
in hopes of diverting my melancholy, 
and regaining ſome degree of my for- 
mer chearful compoſure; but in vain. 
I can ſettle no where; no one attends to 
me, nor do I indeed know what I ſay. 
Well then, the beſt thing I can do is. to 
continue at my pen. What ſhall I ay 
to my Melmoth, dear and amiable. 
companion of my youth, friend of my 
* ? how expreſs the feelings of that 

a 9 heart, 
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3 heart, under the firſt ſevere affliction it 
I ever experienced, this ſeparation from 
4 thee? I call it my firſt ſevere affliction, 
though I have loſt my parents ; but, 
when that ſad event happened, I was too 
young to feel its force; and, fince that 
time, the beſt of uncles, and the maternal 
fondneſs of an equally affectionate aunt, 
have ſupplied their place. But who ſhall 
ſupply the place of my Mariana? 
Dear, and moſt amiable of friends, do 
not forget me; let not the gaiety, the 
tumultuous pleaſures in which you will 
now engage, drive from your memory 
the innocent, the chearful amuſements of 
Sudley Farm; nor let the rich and 
great, with whom you will now aſſo- 
clate, tempt you to deſpiſe its humble 
inhabitants. Far be ſuch meanneſs from 
Miſs Melmoth, who early imbibed the 
precepts of wiſdom, and was early 
taught, that virtue, benevolence, - and 


ſenfibility, were the — to happineſs; 
and 
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and O how ſweetly have you hitherto 
practiſed thoſe precepts! You are the 
model which every prudent girl withes 
to copy after; your dreſs, your air, your 
every motion, is attempted to be imi- 
tated: you need ſend for no milliners - 
dolls, no deſcription of new faſhions 
from London, ſaid Mr. Manning one 
day in a large company of ladies; Miſs 
Melmoth has: from nature more taſte, 
more true elegance, than all the milliners 
in Paris. Dreſs like her, and you will 
be ſure to pleaſe. But why do I repeat 
his praiſe of you, when you well know 
that we have not a ſwain within twenty 
miles round us, who is not your pro- 
feſſed admirer; little monopolizer. that 
you are! and yet ſo irreſiſtible is your 
power of pleaſing, that, in ſpite of envy, 
you are almoſt as univerſally a favou- 
rite. with your own ſex as with the 
other. | 7 Ky 


/ 


The 
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5 Miss Farleys and Mits 1 
called upon us this morning, to enjoy, 
as uſual, one of our reading and work- 
ing parties : but on this occaſion neither 
books nor embroidery | found place; all 
our talk, all our attention, was engroſſed 
by you. You cannot think how thoſe 
worthy girls lamented your departure; 
many of your agreeable ſallies were 
recollected and repeated: our morning 
rambles, when you uſed to trip along 
with the light agility of a wood- -nymph, 
while our walk was enlivened by your 
chearful converſation, were recalled: 
our tea-viſits were not. forgot, at which 
ſentiment, harmony, and j innocent viva- 
city, uſed to preſide. We talked over 
all thoſe rural amuſements, to which 
your preſence v uſed to give fuch charms; 
homes, when, we  affiſted my, uncle to 
entertain bis labourers : : our May-day 

garlands, 
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garlands, when Mariana was always 
choſen queen of the May. O my friend, 


will you forget all theſe? Do you ſmile 


diſdain at the repetition of ſuch inſipid 
joys? Once they pleaſed; beware leſt 
artificial and expenſive pleaſures ſhould 


deprave your taſte, and make you loſe 


your reliſh for nature, and her affecting 
* 


While we girls were indulging our 


melancholy, by recalling paſt ſcenes, 


my uncle came from the garden with a 
fine moſs roſe in his hand: he looked 
round: Alas! faid he with a ſigh, my 
little ſmiling Melmoth i is no longer here 
to receive my morning preſent. He 
laid it careleſsly on a table, and threw 
himſelf into a chair. Let me ſee, 


cried he, | tis now fix days ſince ſhe left 


; her journey would engroſs two of 
"Oy two more ſhe would moſt likely 
1 with her mother-in-law ; z and as 

T that 
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that mother is one of your fine ladies, 


and lives in a conſtant crowd, ſhe would 
hardly have time to write while with her. 


Then it would take a day and a half 
more ere ſhe reached her guardian's: the 


other half-day we muſt allow for the ce- 


remony and fiddle faddle of introduction, 
&c. But if ſhe writes not to-morrow, if 
we hear not from her by the next poſt, 
ſhe is not; I can tell her, the girl I thought 
her. I have no doubt of her writing, 


ſaid my aunt; nor I, cried your friend 


Nancy; ſhe promiſed to dedicate two 
hours at leaſt of the day to her pen, in 
which ſhe was to write a journal of all 
that happened to her, a minute deſcrip- 


tion of every incident, every new ac- 


quaintance, &c. Such was the united 
requeſt of all us girls of Sudley Farm, 


and of all thoſe female friends in the 
neighbourhood whom ſhe honoured with 


her eſteem, in the cedar parlour ; there 


once a week we are to meet, and to be 


amuſed, | 
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And now, 
PE 


that heaven 
and protect you, 


is the prayer of your affectionate. 


. 
* 


* 


o 
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So ſpoke your Nancy Pembroke, 


anſwering for the fulfilment of your 


N 


never yet 


promiſe. 


farewell, my beſt beloved 


. 
x 
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amuſed, as well as improved, by th 


peruſal of her epiſtles. 
engagement, having 
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Mis MzrLorn t Miß & PEMBROKE. 


"A v health; -otladitargiin; and 
- innocence, ever continue to make 


e wade the hoſpitable roof of 


Sudley-houſe. How are its dear and 
reſpected inhabitants? my kind, face- 
tious uncle; my mild, my maternal and 
beloved aunt; my ſweet, ſmiling -cou-' 
ſins, Lucy and Olivia; my friend, my: 
chearful, amiable, ſaucy, little friend, 
Nancy Pembroke, friends, relations of 
my heart? With anxious ſolicitude does 
your Melmoth enquire after your health 
and Happineſs ; and with true ſincerity 
aſſure you all, that neither time nor ab- 
ſence ſhall ever weaken that tender, 
grateful affection, which your virtues, 
and the benefits with which you have 
loaded 
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| 1 loaded me, have ſo firmly rooted in my 
19 heart. I ſhould fill a quire, were I to 
3 give way to its tender effufions ; but it 
would only be a repetition of what you 
have a thouſand times heard, and what, 
I hope, you will ever do your Mariana 
too much ; juſtice to doubt the truth of. 
Let me now proceed to fulfil my pro- 
miſe. A pair of ſcribbling, romantic 
girls, my uncle uſed to call his Nancy 
and me. Tou will all be of his opinion, 
when you ſee what a packet I have 
wrote ſince my arrival, though unſettled, 
and much engroſſed by company. 
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Auguſt the 1ſt. Aſhton Place. 

XA journey hither could not fail to 

1 be melancholy, aſter having 
parted with friends ſo dear to me. Anne 
and I continued filent for ſome hours 
after I had bid, at the Red Lion, a laſt 

adieu to my uncle and the obliging Mr. 
al * 
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Farneby, who turned his horſe, and ſtood 
| looking back at my chaiſe till it drove 
out of fight, as I could ſee through the 
hind | glaſs. _ Worthy man, you may 
afſure him that he poſſeſſes my higheſt 
eſteem, and that the more for his having 
ſo generouſly deſiſted in his addrefles, 
when he found that eſteem was all 1 
could beſtow in return for his love. 
Anne, who was bred and born in our 
neighbouring village, who had never in 
her life been ten miles diſtant. from that 
ſcene of rural felicity, doubtleſs felt as 
much in ſeparating from her humble 
friends as did her miſtreſs in parting 
from her's; for the girl has great ſenfi- 
bility, a ſtrong recommendation to me. 
I let her then, undiſturbed, enjoy her 
ſilent ſorrow, while I, in imagination, 
returned to Sudley, to -re-enjoy thoſe 
peaceful, happy hours, which uſed, with 
ſo much ſwiftneſs, to wing their flight. 
About twelve o'clock next morning, 

| we 
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we reached Aſhley BY thouſand diate 
melancholy ideas, ruſhed into my mind 


at the fight of a place where, fix years 


before, I had received from an affec- 


tionate parent ſo rapturous a welcome; 
2 parent whom I ſhall ſee no more in this 
life, whoſe heart had cruelly been 


eſtranged from me by my enemies; a 


father who, in death, ſeemed to have 
forgot his child, nor deigned to beſtow 


on her his parting bleſſing. Ah! it was 


not his fault; dear and precious ſhall he 
ever be to the memory of his Mariana. 


Theſe melancholy reflectĩons had moi- 
ſtened my eyes with tears; I felt an un- 


common oppreſſion on my ſpirits; I 


dreaded the reception I ſhould meet with 


from my- ſtepmother, utter ſtrangers to 


each other, ſhe'who had manifeſted' her 


diſlike to me, and I nota little prejudiced 


againſt her from report. The gate 
opened; all new faces; none of my. 


Karben s old, faithful domeſtic ks; young, 
well- 
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aa dreſſed, ſaucy -looking fellows, 
crowded:: the hall, inſtead of the vene- 
rable, grey-haired porter, the worthy, 
brave Richard, lame with the wounds 
received i in defending his maſter ; or the 
prudent and honeſt butler with his ſedate 
countenance and ſilver locks, grave in 
their dreſs, civil in their behaviour, 
courteous even to the loweſt gueſt; do- 
meſticks too reſpectable for a modern 
fine lady. A buftling, pricked- out 
houſe-keeper, made her appearance as 
ſoon as the ſervants bad announced my 
arrival: ſhe opened a parlour door. | 
This way, Miss, if you pleaſe; my - 
lady is dreſſing.“ I threw myſelf into a 
chair. What a different reception, 15 8 
thought I, from the laſt I here received ! © 
This thought forced a ſighh. You ſeem 2 
fatigued, Miſs, (reſumed the woman 
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would you chuſe a diſh of chocolate??? 2 
Before I had time to anſwer, her lady's _ * 
bell rang with violence; away ſcuttled E / 
| CO TT _ Mrs ky 
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her ambaſſadreſs. 
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Mrs. Houſekeeper. Anne, who had flood - 


forrowfully in one corner of the room; 
now ran to me, and dropping on her 


knee, preſſed my hand to her lips. O, 


my dear young lady, how cold, how 
unhoſpitable are the manners of the peo- 


ple here ! they freeze me, my heart is 


ſhut againſt them. What a different air 


is diffuſed over every thing at charming 


Sudley ! Why flies not the lady of the 


houſe to welcome you, the wife of your 


reſpected father? Huſh, huſh, good 
girl, (interrupted I) here again comes 
* My lady, Miſs 
Melmoth, defires you will go up to her 
dreſſing-room. Anne, on this, caſt at 
me a ſorrowful glance, and deſcended to 
the lower regions. | 


Take, my dear friends of Sudley, a 
deſcription of lady Jones, of her daugh- 
ter, their attendants, employments, &c. 
as they ſtruck me on my entrance. Her 
| ladythip 
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ladyſhip was ſeated at her toilet, a moſt 
elegant one indeed; all its ornaments 
ſilver: her hair was juſt finiſhed ; round 
her neck was hung a thin laced ſhade, 
by way of combing cloth: the head 
was done up in a ſtyle that appeared ſo 
ridiculous on an old woman, I could 
hardly keep my countenance; curls on 
curls, and loads of wool. Lady Jones 
has been handſome, as I have heard; 
but, in ſpite of art, there is not now the' 
leaſt remains of beauty once admired. 
Time has left not a wreck behind, ex- 
cept in her own imagination ; there va- 
nity will make ir flouriſh in eternal 
3X youth. Her daughter, a tall, genteel, 
Z #prightly looking brunet, of about five 
and twenty, fat lolling on a couch, a 
ſnuft-box and pocket handkerchief on 
her knee, a book in one hand, the other 
long, lean, fallow, and bony, hung 
down at its full length, its fingers ex- 
tended, as in eee of what ſhe 

read. 
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—_ Miſs Jones is not handſome, but 


to me her face is rather agreeable, at 
leaſt I thought it ſo when ſhe looked up, 
and diſcovered a pair of ſparkling black 


eyes, and ſtill more when ſhe ſpoke, 
and ſhewed a ſet of white, even teeth. 


She is, in every reſpect, the reverſe of 


her mother, particularly in her dreſs, 


which 1s careleſs almoſt to a degree of 
ſlatterlineſs; black hair ill combed, cap 
awry, handkerchief tumbled, one ruffle 
the back part before, ſlippers down on 
the heels. With all theſe oddities, Miſs 


Jones is an amiable woman, has a warm, 


ſuſceptible heart, and witty, as ſhe is 


reckoned. She is ſtill more good-hu- 
moured than witty, as I have found on 
a better acquaintance. She has acquired 
the character of the learned lady. Read- 
ing, indeed, is her chief amuſement: 

ſhe is far gone in the ſtudy of poetry 
and romance, doats on the Country 
Lover 8 Retirement, and enters, with a 
_—_ degree 
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degree of enthuſiaſm, into the joys * 
female friendſhip. Her lady mother, 


on the contrary, would never ſpend a 


ſingle day in what ſhe calls odious ſoli - 
tude, were it not the faſhion to paſs a 
few of the ſummer months in the coun- 
try. She hates reading, laughs at ſenti- 


ment, is incapable of friendſhip, and 


loves only herſelf. 


But to return to my reception. I had ad- 
vanced ſome paces in the room, without 
any one's ſeeming to have perceived me. 
Well, Sir, (to her hair-drefler, cried lady 
Jones) do not fail to get me one of thoſe 
towers; I think, as you ſay, my hair is 
rather too flat.” The fellow bowed. My 
guide ventured, for the ſecond time, to an- 
nounce me. Miſs Melmoth, madam.” 
O aye, I proteſt I had forgot, (cried 
her ladyſhip, turning half round in her 


chair) Iam glad to ſee you Miſs; pray 


be ſeated; and, Bennet, bring my Cap. 
Vo, I. C Mits 
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Miſs Jones, who had been ſo deeply 
engroſſed by her ſtudies, that ſhe neither 
ſaw nor heard what paſſed, at that in- 
fant raiſed her eyes from her book. 
Seeing me, the roſe. © Mifs Melmoth !“ 
© Charlotte, (faid lady Jones) don't you 
think ſhe is very like her father?“ With 
what cool indifference did ſhe name a 


huſband, whom ſhe had ſo much reaſon 


havock will make thoſe 


to love, a huſband who enriched her 
even to the neglecting his only child ! 
© She is like an angel, (cried the ſpright- 
ly girl, running to embrace me) abſo- 
lutely an angel, repeated ſhe, gazing at 
me with a ſmile of complacency ; what 


Brilliant eyes that wound at fight, 
And foil the di'mond's n 


* light ! 


Lou muſt permit me to love you, my 
dear, (added ſhe) nothing to me ſo at- 


tractive as beauty: : 


I have juſt been 


his a deſcri prion , * which, having 


ſeen 
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928 you, I can form a perfect idea.” 0 
« You muſt not regard what that wild 
girl fays to you, (interrupted. lady Jones, 
adjuſting her lappet) ſhe is a wit, and a 


joker.” While ſhe ſpoke, we were 


ſummoned to dinner. At table, Miſs 
Jones aſked me, with an obliging air, a 
thouſand queſtions about my dear friends 
at Sudley : ſhe alſo led me to deſcribe. 
our rural amuſements, and manner of 


living there. She was enchanted at the 


pleaſing, yet unconſtrained regularity, 
with which we divided our time; longed, 


2 ſhe ſaid, to partake of our converſation- 
2 viſits; ſhould delight in making one at 
our little concerts; and though ſhe ſel- 
f dam danced, ſhould certainly be tempted 


7 to foot it in a ball-room ſo gaily deco- 


77 rated, and ſpread with ſo ſoft a carpet. 
” H\ here was ſomethin g very much to her 
3 | romantic taſte in our feſtoons of flowers 
hung on branches of trees, in our moſſy 


n, and moon-light aſſemblies. Lady 
e . Joneg 
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Jones gave very little attention to our 


converſation. With modiſh indolence 


ſhe lelled in her chair, taſted a few of 
the delicacies of her table, but ſpent 


had better fed the poor) a couple of 
dirty, ſnarling grey hounds, her fondneſs 


for whom ſhe carries to all the exceſs of 


modiſn affectation. When the ſervants 


were diſmiſſed, ſhe began talking to me 


of my guardian and his fifter : the latter, 
ſhe ſaid, was a worthy, ſenfible woman, 


but rather formal in her manner, a little 


of the old maid, added ſne. Theſe mai- 
den fiſters (went ſhe on) often by be- 
coming houſekeepers to brothers, ren- 
der thoſe brothers as uſeleſs members of 


ſociety as themſelves ; not that this is 


the caſe with Sir William ; he, you may 
have heard, has been married; and, 
perhaps, (continued ſhe with a ridicu- 
lous ſimper) were he to meet with en- 


choice, 


moſt of the time in feeding (with what 


n 
IHE 


net from the object of his 


5 "Wy 
r 


choice, might marry again: indeed, 
few ladies would refuſe ſuch a match: 

but he has a diffidenee; the world is 
more eady to make matches for him, 
than he, from that diffidence is for him- 
ſelf... ſtrange, went ſhe on with a 


bal bluſh, that one cannot be ſeen in 
4 | the company of an amiable man, but 


to be ſure a marriage is to be the con- 
ſequence ; for my part, I declare I have 
no ſuch thoughts,” And I am ſure, 
thought I, if Sir William is the elegant, 
the accompliſhed fine gentleman, that 
fame reports him to be, far leſs can he 
have thoughts of thee.” 1 found, how- 
ever, by her converſation, and her ſo 
delightedly dwelling on the ſubject, that 
the vain old coquette, (for ſo ſhe gives 
me too much reaſon to call her) is not a 
little ſmitten with Sir William, 


At tea we had a good deal of com- 
pany, gentlemen and ladies of the 


C 3 neigh- 
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neighbourhood. This gave me an op- 
portunity to ſee the beſt apartments. A 
perfect palace is her houſe, and furniſh- 
ed too in the richeſt manner : every 
thing about her breathes an air of wealth, 
even to luxury. What a fortune muſt 
my dear father have left, to enable her 
to figure at ſuch a rate! for her own 
fortune is but ſmall, and Miſs Jones's 
fortune only five thouſand pounds. Think 
not, that I feel on this oceafion the leaſt 
tincture of enyy ; O no! it was not my 
Father's riches, which I wiſh'd to ſhare 


with her; it was his love, of which ſhe 


unjuſtly robbed me: that, that is the 
loſs which I regret, 
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Miſs MELMOTH to Miſs PEMPROKE, 


# 3% 


Melvin Abbey. 


"DATE this from the ſweeteſt place 
in nature, my Nancy, the rural 
romantic beauties of Sudley, joined to 
all the embelliſhments which art can be- 
Now, art directed by the fineſt taſte; at 
this delightful ſeaſon of the year, how 
* delightful is ſuch a retreat! here, even 
b 4 ſolitude muſt have charms ; how much 
more then muſt it charm, when one 
7 enjoys at the ſame time the ſociety of 
the virtuous, the ſenfible, and the Say! l 
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FF Iam pleaſed with this amiable fas 
2X mily, that I am at a loſs which of the 
- worthies firſt to introduce to your ac- 
quaintance. 


C 4 Sir 
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Sir William, (tis right to begin with 
the lord and maſter of the caſtle,) Sir 
William Melvin is, without exception, 
(remember he is old enough to be my 
father, therefore no arch remarks on 
the warmth of my encomiums : yet 
what is five and forty for a man, a man 
too who looks not near ſo old?) he is 1 
ſay, without exception, the moſt grace- 
ful figure. I ever beheld ; and his coun- 
tenance ! never did I ee ſuch expreſ- 
Hon ; one dare hardly meet the glances 

of his fine languiſhing eyes; they ſeem 
.to penetrate to ones very inmoſt 
thoughts: a ſoft language, a pleaſing 
melancholy, is diffuſed over his face. 
Sir William has been unfortunate in the 
| lofs of an amiable and beloved wife, 
whom he will never ceaſe to lament : 
his ſtock of tenderneſs, exhauſted by his 
| firſt violent paſſion, -will, I fancy, pre- 
vent his ever experiencing a ſecond at- 
tachment. To think of a woman like 
44 


FINEGENTLEMAN. 33 


Lady Jones, to ſuppoſe a man like this 
would ever beſtow a thought on her ;--- 
a man l. but Iwill ſay no more of him; 
his praiſe is in every one's mouth: the 
chriſtian and fine gentleman were never 
more happily blended. How knows 
ſhe all this, on ſo ſhort an acquaint- 
ance ? cries my criticiſing uncle; a 
wonderful ſhare of penetration muſt ſhe 

have acquired by her travels, if ſne can 
form a judgment at the firſt glance; a 
juſt judgment at. leaſt. No, good ſir, 
I preſume not at ſuch an affectation of 
knowledge : I hope I ſhall ever be diffi- 
dent of myſelf in this point. But I judge 
from the character given of him by his 
friends, indeed by all that ſpeak of 

him; I need not ſay foes as well as 


friends ; for I hardly think Sir William, 
who ſeems to exiſt for no other purpole 


but to be ſerviceable to his fellow-crea- 
tures, can have a foe. From lady 
Suſan Roachdale, a viſiter at the caftle, 

BS - TI chiefly 
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I chiefly got the information I now give 
vou; ſhe delights to talk of him. 
Lady Roachdale is young, handſome, 
and gay, almoſt to levity-; ſhe has for 
about two months been ſeparated from 
a huſband whom ſhe married, to gratify 
the ambition of her father, much againft 
her inclination :. he allows her a very 
handfome ſeparate” maintainance. As 
Mrs. Melvin, Sir William's ſiſter, was 
her god-mother, and an intimate friend 
of her mother's, ſhe has fled to her for 
protection from the cenſure of the world. 
But, my dear Nancy, how terrible to 
me would be ſuch a ſituation as her's ! 
deſerting the man, whom at the ſacred 
altar ſhe had vowed to love, honour, 
and obey for life ! two perſons who 
had been fo ſolemnly joined union pro- 
nounced one, now ſeparated, purſuing 
oppoſite interefts and ſeparate pleaſures ! 
*befides, that there is no ſtate fo liable 
to the inſults of temptation. None of 
F N theſo 
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theſe diſagreeable circumſtances howe- 
ver ſtrike lady Suſan; ſhe feels again the 
joys of freedom ; ſhe ſees herſelf once 
more ſurrounded by admirers, as when 
ſingle ; and ſhe loves the incenſe: of 
flattery too well to facrifice her vanity 
to her diſcretion. Conſcious of her in- 
nocence ; ſecure, as ſhe believes, in her 
pride, if not in her inſenſibility ; ſhe is 
too heedleſs of what others may think, 
while ſhe enjoys her own approbation. 


For this night I muſt bid my friend 
adieu. | 


MN. MzrmorTH. 
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Miſs MzLMoTH to Miſs PEMBROKE. 


| Melvin n 
CCEPT, my beloved friends, of 
the trifling teſtimonies I ſend you 


of -my-efteem. As the box goes by the 
fly, you will receive it almoſt as ſoon as 
this. A couſin of lady Suſan's who 
lives in this neighbourhood, and who is 
on the point of marriage, gave me (by 
having patterns ſent from her mercer's 
in London, on which we were conſul- 
ted) an opportunity of ſending you my 
little preſents. There is only the quan- 
tities proper for night-gowns, as I know 
my delicately ſhaped coufins, as well as 
my Nancy, whoſe waiſt is like theirs, 


- Fing 


FINE-GENTLEMAN. 37 


PFine by degrees, 
And beautifully leſs 


are too fond of elegant ſimplicity to 
conform to the faſhion in hiding thoſe 
ſhapes. The rich pale brown tabby 
ſpotted with white, will, J hope, ſuit 
the taſte of my beloved aunt. I remem- 
ber that my blooming Lucy's admirer 
ſaid once in my hearing, that the look'd 
moſt dazling fair in pale blue; and I ſay, 
that my Olivia, with her dark gloſſy 
hair, clear brown complexion, and roſy 
cheeks, looks to moſt advantantage in 
a pale jonquill; thoſe, in conſequence 
of theſe opinions, are the colours I have 
choſen for them. I beg the gowns may 
be trimmed with the blond J ſend for 
the purpoſe. As to your's, my Pem- 
broke, tis a beautiful lay lock, in which 
I am ſure you will look like a little Hebe. 
Dear friends of my heart, loye the gifts 
. for 
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for the ſake of the giver. And you, my 
reſpected uncle, think not I have forgot 
you : Sir William, ever ready to ob- 
lige, has furniſhed me with the means 
of -procuring . you a preſent, which I 
know will be acceptable. The vario- 
rum edition of Shakeſpear, publiſhed by 
Stevens and Johnſon, and Dr. Newton's 
quarto edition of Milton. Theſe, my 
dear uncle, will ſerve toamuſe you, and 
delight thoſe around you, that cuſtoma- 
ily liſten whilft they work at tambour. 
Happy family of love and harmony 
happy were the hours I ſpent in ſo re- 
ſpectable a ſociety. I hope ere long, my 
dear fir, to have it in my power to ful- 
fil my promiſe. A miniature painter is 
expected at mount Alvin, the ſeat of 
the young lady's father who is to be 
married, as her picture is to be preſented 


to her lover. Lady Roachdale ſays 


= will take that opportunity to have 
ber's done, and gaily inſiſted on Sir 


William 8 
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William's following her example ; de- 
claring, in her ſprightly way, that ſhe 
will wear the charming ſhadow next her 
heart. I am ſtrongly tempted to be- 
lieve his image is already there. If this 
limner comes, my friends at Sudley 
ſhall be obeyed : my reſemblance then 
will ſtill be honoured with a Place in my 
late little elegant apartment, and ſerve 
to cheriſh my remembrance i in the breaſt | 
of thoſe friends. 


Great preparations are making for the 
before - mentioned nuptials; the lady 
has a very large fortune, and her lover 
is of high rank. Lady Suſan is very buſy 
on the occaſion ; fond of any opportu- 
nity to difplay her taſte for elegant 
amuſements, balls and concerts will not 
ſatisfy her. She has taken it into her 
head to exhibit the Provok'd Huſband, 
in which we are to be the actors. Sir 


William laughs at her whim, but there's 
no 
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no laughing her out of her purpoſe : I 
however have abſolutely declared, that I 
will be only a ſpectator. More of this 


hereafter. 


I cannot yet dedicate ſo much of my 
time to my pen as I could wiſh, not 
being quite ſettled in my new abode. 
Mrs. Melvin, (for Mrs. though a ſingle 
lady, ſhe, inſiſts on being call'd, af- 
ſerting that Miſs is a childiſh name for 
a woman of forty) indeed ſhe is in all 
reſpects an ornament to her ſex, yet 
ſweet and encouraging as her manner is, 


the dignity of her perſon and her un- 


common prudence excite in me a ſort of 
awe, which however is accompanied 


with that kind of reſpectful love, which 
I feel for her, when I conſider myſelf as 


her adopted child. My regard for Mrs. 


Melvin, though of my own ſex, is more 


like that which I experienced for my 
father; that father almoſt with his lateſt 


breath . 
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breath committed me to her care: he 
did not quite forget his child at that 
awful moment, though I doubt not much 
pains were taken, by intereſted perſons, 
to baniſh me from his memory. To 
ber care, I ſay, to her prudence I was 
intruſted: tis my duty highly to reſpect 
his choice ; ſhe is in a manner inveſted 
with his authoriry, and in every impor- 
tant event of my life, I will Rudy to 2 
directed by her wiſdom. 71 | 


My —— too ſhall have all dh | 

_ deference paid by me to his judgment; 

I fee he never will avail himſelf of the 

authority of a guardian: but I alſo ſee, 

that there is that irreſiſtible perſuaſion in 

| his manner, that a requeſt from him 
will have the force of a e fam 

others. | ollie 43/1596 
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LTI 
Mits MzrLMoTH to Miſs PEMBROKE. | 


FIND i it impoſſible, my Nancy, to 
1 give you that minute deſcription of 
| perſons, and little events, on which you 


inſiſted ; late hours, (the fault of lady | 


Roachdale) is an enemy to early riſing ; 
and a conſtant ſucceſſion of company 
keeps my ſpirits in a ſort of flurry; my 

mind is too diſhpated to ſettle as I uſed 

to do, tomy pen, I with this wedding 
was fairly over; we ſhall then, I hope, 

fall into a more regular plan; not how- 
ever if our lovely gueſt can help it; for 
ſtill life, as ſhe calls it, is of all ming; 
her averſion. 


I ſhould in its place have told you 
of a little conqueſt I had the honour to 


make; but to ſay truth, it made ſo 
light 
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ſlight an impreſſion even on my vanity, 
that it abſolutely, when I laſt wrote, eſ- 
caped my memory; and yet it was a 
gentleman of confiderable fortune, and, 
what is till better, a man of good cha- 
racter as to his morals: but I am temp- 
ted to believe his ſobriety, &c. proceeds 
more from conſtitution than principle. 
Lady Suſan, ſays he, is one of thoſe 
animals who, like the Dormouſe, is 
born to doze away an infipid exiftence. 
'Tis certain, he was in no reſpect the 
fort of man whom I could think of as a 
huſband. Sir William gueſſing, I fancy, 
that this would be the caſe, merely men- 
tioned him to me in conſequence of his 
having protniſed that he would ; but 
appeared neither ſurpriſed nor offended 
at my anſwer, which was a poſitiye re- 
jection of his ſuit, though expreſſed in 
terms as polite as the affair would admit 
E * 


80 


So ends my firſt love adventure at 


Melvin-Abbey; may any that may 
follow end as much to the fatisfaQtion of 


your Mariana. Amen. 


For 8 > that peaceful breaſt, 
Where calm indiff*rence reigns. 


In ſpite of all my remonſtrances and 
objections, in ſpite of nature which has 


made me timid almoſt to a fault, this 
tormenting lady Roachdale has preſſed 


me into the ſervice of her ftrollers, (as 


Mrs. Melvin humorouſly calls us); nay, 


ſhe has even alotted me one of the prin- 
cipal parts ; z and that for the very rea- 
fon I pleaded why ſhe ſhould excuſe me, 


via. my ruſtic baſhfulneſs. Say no more, 


child, cry'd ſhe gaily ; thy bluſhing 


baſhfulneſs, and pretty ruſticity, are 


the very qualities which made me pitch 


on you: without the leaſt trouble to 
yourſelf, 
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yourſelf, without the leaſt ſtudy, you 
are the very Maid of the Mill, the 


| Pamela, the Jennita, in ſhort, the ſoft, 
gentle, country maid, whom thoſe au- 


thors with'd to deſcribe. If you was 
but in love, continued ſhe archly, (why 
archly I wonder ?) Sir William muſt try 
what he can do. She ended this ſpeech 
with a tap on my cheek, which was as 


I could feel all in a glow. Theſe rally 


ing ladies, how. they delight to put 
thoſe who have a leſs portion of modiſh 
aſſurance out of countenance ! I can no 
otherwiſe account for my colouring, but 
that I bluſh'd becauſe ſhe ſeem'd to ex- 
pect I would: (teazing creature,) ſhe 

added in a half-whiſper, you CIO 
have no need to 


Teach the chegk the hidden bluſh to 
ſhew, 


fince there is ſomethin 8 there, (pointing 


to my heart) which will make you bluſh 


oftener 
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oftener than you defire, Sir William 
was cloſe at her elbow : What, holding 
forth on the graces of timidity, lady 
Suſan ! (cry'd he :) a ſtrange theme for 
a town-bred Belle; in its praiſe too 
you muſt have ſpoke, when you fee 
before you, in my charming ward, an 
example of what a ſeducing, bewitch- 
ing air it gives to the features, 


Tou are quite miſtaken, Melvin, re- 
turned ſhe; I was ſo far from ſpeaking 
in its praiſe, that I was ſhe wing, or ra- 
ther when you interrupted me, going to 
ſhew, that it was one of the moſt incom- 
modious expreſſions to which the human 
face divine is liable. One of your male- 
creatures, a poet, has ſaid, 


They bluſh becauſe they underſtand 3 
- and I believe, ſpiteful wretches, that you 


are all of you much more apt to attri« 
; bute 
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bute our bluſhes to that than to modeſty. 
And why not underſtand and be modeſt 
too, ſaid he? perhaps you, think of 
modeſty as the Catholicks do of devo- 
tion, that ignorance is the mother of it; 
which by the bye is taking away all its 
merit. From what principle would you 
have a woman bluſh, but becauſe ſne 
underſtands? would you have her 
teach her cheeks the hidden bluſh to 
ſhew, only to enliven her complexion? 
bluſhes ſhould proceed from a modeſt 
ſhame, or from a virtuous indignation. 
Whea the ear is wounded with any in- 
delicacy, they bluſh becauſe they un- 
derſtand: genuine modeſty is alive to 
| every ſenſation that can affect it; ſhame, 
one of its guards, ruſhes upon duty on 
the lighteſt attack. 


Ah! you may PRE what you will, in- 
terrupted her ladyſhip, but I ſhall never 
be perſuaded in favour of a weakneſs - 
which formerly, ſome hundred years 

ago, 
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ago, uſed to give me ſo much pain, and 
which coſt me ſo many ſtruggles to con- 
quer : and, after all, 1 think a woman 
diſplays more dignity, as well as virtue, 
who with an air of unbluſhing reſent- 
ment openly cenſures a double entendre, 
for example, than the pretty baſhful 
Miſs who ſits playing with her fan, and 
_ colouring up to the ears. From a mar- 
ried lady, return'd Sir William, or a 
lady advanced in life, ſuch ſpirited re- 
| proofs ; are certainly both proper and be- 
coming, and I wiſh we could ſee more 
inftances of the kind; but I think it is 
inconſiſtent with that melt amiable grace 
timidity, that feminine reſerve which 
gives ſuch charms to youth, for à young 
lady boldly to ſtep forth, and publickly 
to encounter her maſculine oppoſer, 
even in defence of modeſty ; for ſuch a 
conduct ĩs a breach of it. Silent ſhame, 
eyes caſt down and hiding themſelyes 
as it were from beholding the wretch, 
who had had the cruelty to inſult her; 
— 1 the 
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the cheeks glowing with virtuous re- 

ſentment; ſuch, had I a daughter, would 

I with to be her conduct, and ſuch, my 
dear friends at Sudley, ſince ſo good a 
judge of what is delicate approves, will 
J endeavour to make the rule of my 
conduct, Adieu! A ſummons from 
lady Suſan to attend our rehearſal. 


— 


 Your's affectionately, 


MARIANA. 
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ny Susan RoacuDaLs to Miſs 
 Wivict. | 


# 


| Melvin Abbey. 
0. child, 1 will not bate you an 
inch; retract indeed ! on the con- 
trary 1 am every day more confirm'd in 
my opinion. Come, I will give you a 
Night ſketch of our party, their cha- 
raters, perſons, &c. and then you will 
be better able to form a judgment of my 


boaſted felicity. 


Our charming ſociety bring virtue, 
elegance. and true politeneſs into fa- 
_ . ſhion ; tis impoſſible to know Sir 
William Melvil and his fiſter, without 
wiſhing to copy their manner, and by 

1 "A 0 
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ſo doing, one cannot fail of being agreea- 
ble. As you have ſpent meft of your 
time in France, and as Sir William 
ſpends moſt of his in the country, I 
fancy you never had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing him ; all that ſee muſt admire : 
but in order to do him juſtice; to form 
a perfect idea of him, you ſhould not 
only ſee but hear. What a happineſs to 
a perſon in my critical ſituation, to be 
able to put myſelf under the protection 
of people, ſo every way teſpectable 
naturally gay, and even a little inclined 
to coquetry, twas no eaſy taſk to pre- 
ſerve my reputation, after having ſepa- 
rated from my huſband. Had I conti- 
nued in town, the thing would have 
been impoſſible 3 that one ſtep, howe< 
ver neceflary I found it, had already let 

the e = n in motion. | HY: 


1 fled that fe te the Sate 


ſhades of Melvin-Abbey, and here have 
D 2 found 
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found an hoſpitable aſſy lum. I ſaid I 
would give you the character of my 
friends, and behold, true woman- like, I 
talk only of myſelf. Now let them 


have their turn. 


Sir William Melvil, what pen can do 
him juſtice ! he is, without exception, 
one of the fineſt gentlemen in England: 
his perſon graceful and engaging ; his 

manner polite, and irreſiſtibly inſinua- 
ting; his ſentiments refined, his under- 
ſtanding naturally ſuperior to moſt of his 
ſex; - has received the higheſt poliſh 
that a liberal education, and a ſtudy of 
the fine arts, could beſtow : but thoſe 
acquired - accompliſhments are trifling, 
when compared to the goodneſs of his 
heart: - his liberality is equal to his am- 
ple poſſeſſions ; his tenants, his dome- 
Nicks and dependents, are treated by 
him with a paternal care: to ſum up 


bis character, he was the moſt delicately 
tender 


= > 
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tender of huſbands ; he is the beſt, the 
politeſt of brothers and the moſt con- 
ſtant, zealous, and warmeſt of friends. 
Such is the amiable Sir William Melvil, 
who at one and twenty married for love, 
loft his adored wife at thirty, and has 
for theſe ten years paſt unceaſingly la- 
mented that loſs, and been faithful to 
his firſt vows; no one ſince that time 
having been able to make the Nighteſt 
impreſſion on his heart, where the image 
of his Maria is too deeply engraved 
ever to be effaced. This inſenſibility is 
the only fault I find in him; or rather 
that exceſs of ſenſibility, which renders 
him ſo ſtrongly ſuſceptible to the im- 
preſſions of grief: he is however, tho' 
not tender, exceedingly attentive and 
complaiſant in his behaviour to our ſex: 
nat tender, did I fay ? I mean not par- 
ticularly attached, for 'tis not in his 
power to diveſt: his eyes, and the turn 
uf his features, of that ſeducing air of 
WE ſoftneſs, 
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ſoſtneſs, which convinces one that his 
ſoul is form'd for love, and tempts one 
to hope, that the flame extinguithed by 
the cold icy hand of death may yet be 
re-kindled. Hope! ah, what have Ito 
do with hopes of this nature ? poor fet- 
| ter'd mortal that JI am; a widow'd wife, 
happily freed from my huſband's torment- 
ing ill humours ; indeed, freed too from 
the preſence of a man, to whom the 
ambition of my father ſacrificed me: 
but Kill I drag along with me my chain, 
which is only ' lengthened, not broken. 
Again I have loſt the thread of my ſub- 
jet ; no matter, I had ſaid enough of 
Melvil, at leaſt to ſatisfy you. Now 
for his — 


She 3 1s about two years younger than 
Sir William; at nineteen croſs'd in love, 
as they fay, ſhe has ever ſince bid adieu 
to la belle Palſion, and is now a maid of 
ue -five; but the moſt agreeable, 

chearful 
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chearful old ſpinſter I ever met with; 
ſtill handſome in her perſon, and un- 
ſpeakably elegant in her manner. I 
know not a more amiable, a more ac- 
compliſhed woman in all the extenſive 
circle of my acquaintance: : her heart 
is warm and benevolent ; her under- 
 Nanding good; her wit piercing, and 
- ſometimes a little inclined to the fatiri- 
cal. Her long and firm attachment to 
my mother, proved how thoroughly ſhe 
is calculated to be a fincere friend: 
they had known one another almoſt 
from infancy. What an immenſity of a 
letter! adieu, not one va more. 1 
am fatigued. 5 


Tours, 


SusaxA ROACHDALE. 


„ La> 
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Sir WII LIAN MI IVI V te 
ROBERT CoRnWALL1S Eſq; 


Melvin-A dey; 


ES, my dear friend, time has fof- 
tened my grief, though death on- 


ly can obliterate the memory of that 
fatal event, which robbed me of my 
greateſt treaſure, In the firſt tranſport 
of my ſorrow, I determined to bury 
myſelf in retirement; to feclude myſelf 
for ever from the world : but this was 
the wild determination of a diſordered 
imagination. Reaſon returned; religion, 
philoſophy, came to my aid, and ena- 
bled me to recollect my duty to ſociety : 
thoſe talents, that ample fortune which 
_ Providence had intruſted to me, were 

$ not 
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not to be neglected. I was not to live 

to myſelf only, but to my country; the 
poor were to be relieved by my afflu- 
ence. My fellow- citizens had done me 
the honour to chuſe me as their repre- 
ſentative, it would be criminal to de- 
ſert my poſt; and ſince they deemed 
me worthy of ſo high a truſt, it ought 
and ſhall be my ſtudy faithfully to diſ- 
charge it. My fortune ſets me above 
the temptations of bribery and corrup- 
tion. With difintereſted zeal 1 will en- 
deavour to preſerve to them their liberty 
and property; more defirous of my own 
approbation than of empty popularity. 
Ambition is extinguiſhed ; have loft 
her for whoſe applauſe alone I wiſh'd 
for fame. Ab! my dear Cornwallis, 
5 what a change has that loſs produced i in 
me? I am not the man you knew me 
ten years ago, when you beheld me 


 erown'd with every earthly felicity. I 
{col our meeting now will greatly affect 
9 me; 
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me, 1t will more e eeiy recall to my 
mind thoſe joys that are for ever fled ; 
yet I ſhall ſoon forget my own grief, 
when I contemplate the happineſs of 
my friend. Fortune has at Jaft reward- 
ed your merit, no longer need you ſub- 
mit to that worſt of all ſlavery to a 
fuſceptible mind, dependance: the great- 
eſt bleſſing that wealth beſtows, is that 
of rendering us independent : you long 
groan'd under that worſt of ills, ſub- 
jection: well then will you think your 
toils and dangers repaid, in being freed 
from it. Come then, my friend, and 
in this ſweet retreat reſt from bufineſs 
and fatigue ; come and chear me by 
your preſence ; come and renew that 
charming intercourſe of friendſhip, which 
time, diſtance, and abſence had fuſ- 
| pended, but which nothing can n Weaken 
* on my part. 


 Melvin< 


IN 
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| Melvia-Abbey which became mine on 
the death of my worthy uncle, is a 
moſt delightful ſpot, the improving it is 
one of my chief amuſements. I ſpend 
moſt of the year in the country: indeed 
I believe the town would ha ve ſtill leſs 
of my company, were I not obliged to 
attend during the fitting of parliament. 
Your favourite Caroline who is ſtill ſin- 
gle, lives with me; and the attrac- 
tion of that amiable fiſter draws a great 
deal of good company to my houſe. 
We have at preſent a very agreeable 
party; fo take care of your heart: 
Caroline will now ſtand no chance; ten 
years have, as you may ſuppoſe, conſi- 
derably diminiſhed” her charms,. yet in 
my opinion ſhe is ſtill handſome,. an af- 
fair however about which ſhe is perfectly 
indifferent. But we have here ſome 
| young and blooming beauties, - who 


will not fo _— let you paſs them by 
unno- 
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unnoticed: Lady Roachdale is one of 
thoſe, a gay widow'd wife, ſeparated 

| from a ſurly huſband, whom ſhe mar- 
ried againſt her conſent: the is halt 
wild with joy, at being in ſome mea- 
ſure reſtored to freedom, which howe- 
ver ſhe at preſent uſes with proper diſ- 
cretion; yet as ſne has a daſh of coquet- 
try in her manner, ſhe is no enemy to a 
little innocent gallantry, as ſhe calls it: 
fond of admiration, conſcicus of her 
charms, her ear is too open to the voice 
of flattery; from me ſhe hears none: 
I even ſometimes take the liberty to join 
my ſiſter in her prudent lectures, but 
this only draws on me her witty raillery, 
She is a moſt chearful companion, and 
the life of all our parties ; for in order to 
amuſe my gueſts, I not only partake of 
their pleaſures, but even ſometimes take 
upon me to be maſter of the revels. 
„With lady Roachdale then you may 
bin, nay muſt flirt, if you would hope 
8 to 
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to enjoy any ſhare of her good graces. 

But my little bluſhing ward, Mariana 

Bouvery, will expect to be treated in a 
different flyle : there never was a more 
lovely girl, ſhe- is near twenty years of 
age, but you would hardly take her to 
be above eighteen. Her perſon is de- 
licate, and formed with the moſt per- 
fect ſymmetry ; her face is angelic : there 
is in the air of her features a ſoftneſs, 
a feminine ſenſibility, impoſſible to be 
deſcribed; her manner is gentle, timid, 
and unaſſuming, yet perfectly grace- 
ful. 


I am infinitely delighted with the 
company of this dear girl ; I feel for 
her the moſt tender friendſhip ; no one 
can ſee her without experiencing that 
ſort of attachment: though perhaps a 
ſlight reſemblance, which I fancy J 
have diſcovered in her to my adored 
: aria, may make her ſo particularly 
_ peaking 
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pleaſing to me. I have dwelt ſo long on 
the deſcription of this little enchantreſs, 
that it would too much lengthen my let- 
| ter to introduce to you any more of our 


_ Adieu ! 


of am, ee 18, 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 
; WIILIAM MELyin, 


L E T. 
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LE T,T . R * 


INE SUSAN RoACHDALE to Wy 
WiytLL. | 


Metvin/Abbey, 
R EPEAT. it again, you know not 
how to live in town; or was it the 
icy of my tyrant, which to me 
imbiitered all its joys? 'tis certain, I 
never taſted the true pleaſure of life till 
now. We have here the moſt enchant- 
ing concerts, the moſt ſprightly balls, 
and the ſweeteſt gambles that you can 
conceive. I am juſt returned from one 
of the latter: our party, the angelic 
Melvil, lord Wharton, Mrs. Conway, 
and my little ſmiling Mariana. We ate 
ſtrawberries and cream in a beautiful 
pavilion at the extremity of the park. 


Wharton 


1 
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Wharton trifles moſt invitingly. 1 
never found myſelf in ſuch. ſpirits : 
my beau faid a thouſand gallant things 
on the effect the air had on my com- 
plexion, and the captivating diſorder into 
which it had diſpoſed my hair: if I 


4 might | judge by Mariana, there was 
ſome room for his flattery, for never 


did ] fee the girl look fo handſome: 
her chip hat blown on ene fide, her 


ringlets negligently flowing, her cheeks 


freſh as the new-blown roſe: and then 
ſhe tripp'd along with the light graceful 


- agiliry of a wood nywph, diſplaying 


the moſt inchanting little foot, and de- 
licate ancle ; even the grave Melvin 
gazed on her with viſible delight: ſhe 
certainly, envy apart, is one of the 
ſweeteſt girls in the world, and the moſt. 
unconſcious of her charms ; which is one 
reaſon why 1 find myſelf capable of- 
doing her juſtice,” , Heavens ! if ſhe 
knew the value of her attractions, if 
1 | the 
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the was ſenſible what a world of beauty 
nature has beſtowed on her, ſhe would 
be too happy; there; would be no en- 
during her: I at leaſt will take care not 
to let her into the ſecret ; I act the friend- 
ly part, by endeavouring to keep her 
humble. The men indeed,—(but their 
flattery is thrown away) ſhe has no eyes, 
no ears, for any one but ber guardian, 
and he never flatters. Do you know I 
have a ſtrong ſuſpicion ? no, I won't 
tell you, becauſe I hate to be miſtaken : 
gratitude, reverence, and a high opi- 
nion of a perſon” 8 ſuperior underſtanding, 
may, in a mind like hers, produce an 
eſteem, the effect of which may have 
ſome reſemblance to a warmer paſſion. 
What I was going to hint at is hardly 
poſſible : the man is amiable to be ſure, 
hut then he is old enough to be her fa- ; 
ther | Theſe ſentimental gueſts have ſuch 
a ſoſt gentle way with them, [ ſhould 
not wonder if they led the other ſex into 
flatter- 
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flattering errors ; nothing like a daſh of 
coquetry to put them out of their play, 
and to ne us to o play Mer them. 


Talking of 7 reminds me of that Y 
which we are going to act next Monday; 
an amuſement propoſed and planned by 
my. ladyſhip. I have at this moment 
half a hundred fellows at work, in de- 
corating our intended theatre. Melvin 


was rather refractory at firſt, but he is 


too polite long to oppoſe a whim, which 
had fo ftrongly taken poſſeſſion of my 


ght head. You would have died, Bell, 
to have heard our diſputes as to the piece 


on which we were to exert our theatri- 
cal talents. Mrs. Conway recommended 
to me the Fine Lady, in Lethe, as a 


part in which I ſhould excel: Sir Wil- 
| liam voted for the Widow'd Wite ; Ma- 


riana faid, (with her colour a little high- 


' tened) that the thought the Conſcious 


Lovers the moſt genteel, and leaſt faulty 


of 


Fd 
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of our comedies. I looked at her with 
a rather arch ſmile, which made her 
colour ten times more, accompanying 
that look with, Or what ſay you to the 
School for Lovers ? there is a mighty 
delicate pretty character of a guardian 
in it.” This was too much, ſhe was for- 
ced to hide her face, by affecting to 
make uſe of her handkerchief; but for 
my part, continued I, I prefer the tra- 
gie muſe ; give me, All for Love, or 
the World well Loſt, 


With what a charming enthuſiaſm was 
Lee (for example) inſpired, when he 
painted his animated ſcenes of love ? 
When he was mad, you ſhould ſay, 

(cry'd Mrs. Melvin) but come, fince 
you will play the fool, fix on ſome- 
thing. I think that as we are all fond of 
muſic, and as you, lady Roachdale and 
Mariana, have both tolerable voices, 
ſome light piece in the fing-ſong ſty le 

would 
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would beſt ſuit your talents : I fear you 
would make but a bungling buſineſs of 
a tragedy ; it would, as Sir Archy 10 8 
be vilay unacted. 


The Maid of the Mill then, Bell, 


at laſt to be our firſt eſſay: Sir William 
is to- but ſtop, I'll compoſe a play bill, 


and treat you with it, then fly to con 


over my leſſon, 


The 
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The Mary of the MILL, 
As it is to be performed as: 
M EL v IN ABB E V, 


For ha amuſement of Sir Wi rat 
and his {ele F riends. 


AO OHIO 


Darts 88 


Lord Aimworth by Sir William Melyin, 

Mervin, a. Lord Wharton, 
Fairfield, by Squire Wilſon, 

Voung Fairfield, by Capt. Coats, 

Sir Henry, by Mr. Crofts, 

Patty, by Miſs Richmond, 
| Miſs by the celebrated Lady Roachdale. 


Ah 
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who have we here]! Mariana's mother 


and daughter, as I live! this is lucky, 
we wanted a pair of females to compleat 
our ſet, for Mrs. Melvin had declared 
off, ugh? had not given up the PUN: 
5 

I muſt now ſcribble a few lines more, 
juſt to introduce to you-our new gueſts. 
J he character of the widow Jones I can 
diſpatch in two words; ſhe is neither 
more nor leſs than lady Sichymore : 


Miſs Jones is a fine ſprightly woman, 
of five and twenty ; tolerably agreea- 


ble in her perſon, infinitely ſo in her 
converſation ;; . well-bred, ſenſible, and 


exceedingly good-humoured ; ovetlook'd 


by the men in publick aſſemblies, not 
ſo in a private party; her vivacity and 


unaffected carriage oſten draw off their 
attention from inſipid beauties, and 


fixes 
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fixes it on herſelf; her conqueſt's the 
triumph of the graces; ſhe is a great 
favourite of mine, for which reaſon I bid 
you adieu, and fly to welcome her. 


Yours, &c. 


SUSANA ROACHDAL Es 
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From the ſame to the ſame. 


AST Monday was perform'd be- 
fore a brilliant and ſelect aſſembly, 
with univerſal applauſe, The Maid of 
the Mill, by a party of gentlemen and 
ladies for their amuſement. 


The moſt enchanting play, Bell! O! 
you can have no conception how inimi- 
tably we perform'd ! conquer'd the 
beaux by dozens. Mariana made the 
moſt angelic country maid ; her dreſs 
ſo elegantly fancy'd, her modeſt timid 
air, and then her ſweet plaintive voice : 
heaven ! in what raptures were the male 
creatures | As to Sir William, I am 
much miſtaken, if he did not ſometimes 
forget that he only perſonated the part 
| | of 
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of a lover. When Patty drops on her 
knees, and ꝓrays for his happineſs with 
her rival, I ſaw he could hardly. forbear 
claſping her in his arms as he raiſed her. 
But all this fondnefs is only becauſe ſhe. 

_ reſembles his Maria, forſooth. OI to 
be ſure. As to the girl, I chougbt ſne 
would have fainted, and when ſhe W. | 


In love to pine and languiſh, 
Yet know my paſſion vain 


her voice ſpoke the violence of her emo» + 
tions. Tis a clear caſe. And, after all, 
what ſignifies eighteen or twenty years 
more on one fide than the other, where 
the man is a Melvin, looking not above 
half fo old as he isy as young at forty 
by temperance, as moſt of our modiſn 


fine gentlemen are at twenty? And then 


the girl, all ſoul like Mariana, tender, 
refined,- ſentimental, platonick. O! it 
poſitively muſt, and ſhall be a match. 

bs KF” I doat 
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I doat upon a wedding, provided I am 


not the bride: a wedding in the divine 


ſtyle that ours would be too delightful 


balls, concerts, feaſts, chatting, laugh- 


ing, ogling, and all that ; the- very ex- 
ttemity of. rural felicity |—ſure n&er 
was ſeen ſuch a wedding in town And 
now both the damſel and ſwain begin, 
(or I am much miſtaken) to know with 
what malady they have for ſome time 
been infeſted. And when all the poor 
fetter'd ſouls in England can, from happy 
experience, aſſure them that marriage is 
an infallible remedy for the aforeſaid 
malady, what hinders. but that they in- 
ſtantly join hands? I know no one law- 


1 nor any one who would 


forbid the bands. Beſides, as we have 


juſtity d together one ſilly oouple, let's 
keepit up. The couple I mean, is your 
friend: Sophy Greville, and her Harry 
Warbürton. But I think I ſent you one 
1 e * this ſubject a few 


we oks 
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weeks ago. Ah! no more of it then; 

enough's as good as a feaſt: a comfor- 
table old faying, which I learnt yeſters 
day at dinner from Squire Groom, after 
he had eat t about ten 2 pound of veniſon. 


Mariana s fep-dame | is A far the moſt 
laughable being on the face of the earth! 
languiſhing, ſighing, dying for. Sir 
William, who treats her in return with 


25 much reverence and reſpectful cool- 
neſs, as he would do his grand- mother. 


Then my friend Charlotte, her daugh- 
ter, with the ſoundeſt, beft heart i in the , 
world, ſhe has certainly the moſt craggy 
head; bewilder d in literature, abſent, 
forgetting the common forms of good 
breeding, yet wiſhing. to be civil to 
all. Veſterda y morning, having never 
found leiſure to view the fine and ex- 
tenſive proſpect from Mount Melvin, 
ſhe 8 an appointment with Squite 
E. * Gerom 
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Gerom and his mother, (the Ss pair 
of all our party who were not otherwiſe 


engaged) to accompany them on that 


little excurſion, Before ſeven. o'clock 


the rous d me from my peaceful ſlum- 


ber, by rapping at their appartment ; 


though, if ſhe had but glanced her eye 


towards the window, the might have 
ſaved herſelf and us the trouble, ſince it 
rain'd as hard as it could pour. So the 
old lady told her. O! ir was no matter 
(ſhe ſaid). If in England people ſuffered 
the weather to govern their plans, or to 
diſconcert their parties, they need never 
two hours before they ſet off fix on any 
thing. But no matter, ſhe could go 
alone ; it was only borrowing a pair of 
pattens from one ' of, the maids. We 
heard no more of her till near eleven, 
when we were riſing. from breakfaſt: 
then up the fine ſloping lawn which leads 


to the houſe, ſpies we the wandring 


fair, with ſuch a hobble in her paces, 
| , 1 * 4 < f that 3 
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that we all concluded ſne had met with 
ſome accident, therefore hurried to join 
her: when enquiring the cauſe of her 
lameneſs ; Lameneſs !' (repeated ſhe, 
caſting her eyes down. to her feet) what 
do you mean? But judge what mirth it 
excited, when we diſcovered that though 
| ſhe might indeed have borrowed a pair 
of pattens, yet ſhe had only made uſe f 
one, and that with a very high ring, 
the other foot being left. to wade thro” 
the dirt the beſt way it could. On my 
making this diſcovery ſhe heartily joined 
in our mirth, proteſting that ſhe had 
never miſſed it, nor felt the leaſt incon- 
veniency from being ſo unequally poi 
ſed. We next aſk'd how ſhe- lik'd the 
proſpect? and again ſhe was bewil- 
dered. After a little recollection, Jam 
certainly the moſt forgetful creature on 
earth, (cry'd the laughing) I proteſt I. 
quite forgot with what intention I fat 
dut, but 1 have been delightfully amu-- 
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ſed, nevertheleſs, (added ſhe) in chang: 
to one of Sir William's tenants, who, 
with as little advantages from. education, 
is almoſt as great a genius, as the Gele- 
brated Ferguſon, a perfect philoſopher, 
1 do aſſure you. With all theſe oddi- 
ties, ſhe has made a conqueſt of no 
ſmall importance, ſince her arrival; but 
1 fear, from meer inattention, ſhe will 
let her,captive make his eſcape: hap- 
Pily for her, that would give her very 
little uneaſineſs. The perſon, on w hom 
her charms have made an impreſſion, is 
the worthy Doctor Martin, a man juſtly 
reſpected by all his parithioners, and 
much eſteemed by Sir William; who, 
beſides great preferment in the church, 
has 2 clear eſtate of eight hundred a 
year. This worthy mortal is almoſt as 
Sreat an original as his Dulcenia. My 
. another match J or at leaſt things 
train to, produce one. Adieu 

Susana ROACHDALE. 


LET- 
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442 | Melvin-Abbey. 
UCH a beau ! no; this creature 
KJ cuts them all out, Voung, hand- 

ſome, ſprightly, rich, elegant, concei- 
ted, careleſs, well bred ;.a daſh of * 
coxcomb, yet ſufficiently fenfible ; 

| good opinion of himſelf, and, by a con» 
fident air, forces others to have the fame ; 
in ſhort, a compleat modern fine gen- 

tleman; with eaſy morals, eaſy man- 
ners, and eaſy fortune: ſuch is the admi- 
red George Craven, Eſq; who is juſt 
4 (by the death of his father) come into 
the poſſeſſion of two thouſand a year. 
As Sir William is one of the late Mr. 
Cxaven's executors, buſineſs induced 
K 4 the 


the hopeful heir to favour us with his. 
company at Melvin-Abbey; where he 
arrived laft night, in. one of the moſt 
ſuperb equipages you can imagine, and 


in a dreſs too, which gives us a convin- 
cing proof of his taſte, We were amu- 


ſing ourſelves with looking at ſome of 


Sir William's young tenants, who had 
got a taboc and pipe, and were dancing 
on the bowling green. Mariana, at my 


requeſt, had juſt given her hand to Mr. 
Crofts; as I had mine to Melvin; when 


"Craven made his appearance, and for 
ſome time prevented our joining the 
ruſtic ball. I could perceive that he 
was, at the firſt glance, exceedingly 


firuck with Mariana's captivating figure. 


One ſtands no chance when that chit is 
in company: ſhe is. a total eclipſer. 
We danced for two hours, and Crofts 


being ſent for home, (on account of 
ſome viſiters, that, in their way from 


Bath to London, ſtopped to take a bed: 
| * 333 1 „ 
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at his: houſe). our new beau, eagerly ſoli-- 
cited the honour to ſupply his place. 
with Mariana; and, having. never be- 
fore. ſeen an aſſembly in the. paſtoral 
| file, . was quite delighted by) its no- 
velty ; and ſtill more i, by the charms - 
of his lovely partner. Sir William, to 
compleat the rural ſcene, ordered a cold 
collation in the temple, which was illu- 
minated for the occaſion. This temple - p 
is a perſect fairy palace; ; there is no 
deſeribing i it; but I know, that I never - 
enter it without feeling my ſpirits raiſed 
to a pitch of wildneſs. Craven joined me 
in badinage : but, though he flirted with 
me, I ſaw his whole ſoul was ingroſſed 
by Mariana, who has: juſt that degree 
of vivacity, which ſerves to enliven the 
fineſt features in the world: but at the 
fame time her engaging frankneſs and : 
innocent chearfulneſs invites, there is 
a. retenue in her manner, that prevents 
Wi improper advances, and keeps even 
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| the moſt daring ſoittts Te awe. 1Eitven 


experienced this. On I know not what 


frivilous pretence be had the affurance, 
not only to kiſs my hand, but even to 
ſnatch the like favour from my cheek ; 
nor was he the leaſt diſconcerted at my 


anger : but though a favourable opportu- 
nity offered, when redeeming a forfeit 
from Mariana, he whiſper'd me, 1 dare 
not, 1 dare not touch thoſe rub: 

O! that I durſt: provoking angel | to 


be at once ſo inviting and ſo repulfing, 


And what did you ſee in my face, 
wretch, (cry'd I) that could embolden 
you? The | moſt ſeducing; and at the 


| fame: time the moſt encouraging ſmile, 


that ever ſhew'd a dimple to advantage 
(returned he). There's modeſt aſſurance 


e But * ure tir d. 
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| Your 5, ever, 


LE NA ROACHDALE, 
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Miſs MELMO TH to Miſs PEM BROKE. 


9 "Melon dds. 
HAT : a letter, my dear . 
/ was your laſt? it made me en- 
ter deeply into the painful taſk of ſelf- 
examination. In love ! I ſhudder'd at 
the bare idea ! and yet I own, that F- 


view Sir William Melvin with far differ- - 


ent ey es from what I ever did any other 


man: of this, my Nancy, I did not wiſh 


to make a ſecret. But is this love? a 


preferable eſteem, a high regard even to 
reverence, a love and admiration of his 
virtues, a delight in his company, a 


pleaſed attention to what he ſays ? all 
this, without a bluſh, I freely own. But 


love, good heaven! I never fhould have 
dreamt of ſuch a thing! Such a girl as 
me to aſpire !--No, my dear Nancy, 
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truſt. me you are deceived: As one proof 
of this, I never. feel. the. leaſt emotion 
an his paying his court to other ladies; 
never the leaſt emotion, ſuch as I have 
heard deſcribed; on his fudden appear- 
ance, on the mention. of his name, on: 
meeting his eyes, on the touch of his 
hand: we may be ignorant in practice, 
my friend; but, thanks to novels, one 
1 is perfectiy verſed-in the theory of that 
paſſion: and. none of thoſe. ſuſpicious 
1 ſymptoms. do I diſcover... Yet will I ac- 
| | Knowledge, that, were it poſſible for Sir 
i William.to honour ſuch a chit as me 
with his regard, I ſhould- be proud of 
the diſtinction: but I think he is dearer 
to me, and more amiable, when I en-. 
g 5 deavour to view him in the light of a 
| __ father than a huſband ; though certainly, 
were he ta. offer himſelf as the latter, in 
ſpite. af · be diſparity. of our years, 1 
would ſooner accept of him, than any 
one that has yet offered, or is likely to 
offer. Nou 
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Now I' talk of offers, I muſt inform 
my dear friends; that I am once more 
in danger of being addreſſed by one 
whom hitherto. I ſee no reaſen to ap- . 
prove; the mere ſhowy external graces - 
of a handſome- perſon; à mind barren 
and uncultivated, a bad foil; indeed T 
fear from which little is to be expected. 
Sir William ſeems very attentive to tlie 
behaviour of this fine gentleman and me, 
yet does not appear to defire that I 
ſhould diſcourage his aſſiduities: per- 
haps indeed from his prudence, - he ra- - 
ther wiſhes to ſee me ſo well provided 
for, as my fortune is ſmall. Ah! Iwould . 
hope the. ſentiments.of a Melvin are 
more refined; than to regard the facred : 
union, marriage, as a mere mercenary 
bargain. of conveniency. Though' the 
ideas of a girl*at my age are widely 
different from thoſe which are acquired 
Ey experience, and a knowledge of the 
warld ; he has done with the romantic, 


p<? 


and I, who endeayour to govern myſelf. 


-more. by the dictates of reaſon and the 
advice of my friends, than by the live- 
lier dictates of a youthful and warm ima- 
gination, am determined, that the at- 
tachment which my Nancy thinks ſhe 
has difcoyered, and from which ſhe: 
foreſees ſuch a train of events, ſhall ne- 
ver make me act inconſiſtent with the 


character of which I am ambitious, viz: 


that of a prudent, virtuous, girl, with 
a. ſufficient ſhare of common ſenſe to 
know, that perfect happineſs is not- the 
lot of mortals; and who therefore thinks 


it her duty, as well as true intereſt, to. 
moderate her defires and expectaticns; 


in conſequence of which reſolution, ſhe 
will endeavour to bring her heart to ap- 
prove the man whom her friends ſhall 
deem worthy of her regard, if the diſ- 


cerning heart of the world alſo join in 


bis commendation, and her own Judg- 
ment does not diſapprove ; this how- 


ever 
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ever will not, or I am much miſtaken, 
be the caſe with, Mr. Craven. Adieu! F 
my deſervedly happy, amiable compa- 
nions, ye that were the ſweet compa- 
nions of my infancy ; would you were 
ſo ſtill! Lady Suſan, a being of whom 
you can hardly form a conception, ſum- 
monſes me to take a morning ramble... 


; 2 : | 4 
MARLIANA. 
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| (7 HAT would 7 you, Warrender, 5 
3 | who have ſo. much to ſay upon 4 
| every ſubject, adviſe a poor d- to do, 
who with a fixed, a deep-rooted averſion 


ö to marriage, is become enamoured 4.la 
] fallie, with a girl who is abſolutely un- 
1 comeatable by any other means, but 
4 that deſperate one of, to have and to hold 


till death does us part? It is not that, 
angel as ſhe is in appearance: I con- 
= ceive her to be formed of no. other ma- 
W - _. terials but good wholeſome . fleſh: and 
4 Hload; conſequently that her virtue, taken 
abſtractedly, is not more in vulnerable 


than that of any other * Britiſh. 
beauty : 2 * 


FINE-GENTLEMAN. 89 


beauty : but the plague is, tis guarded 
at all points, and as cautiouſly watched 
as the Heſperian fruit: not a male or fe- 
male in all this ſober family, but who 
ſeems to regard Mariana Melmoth as. 
their peculiar care: hardly a fingle op- 
portunity, fo much as to touch the hem 
of her garment, ſince my arrival, and I 
have now been here almoſt a fortnight: 

nor know I when I ſhall” have the con- 
ſcience to put an end to my viſit, tho I 
have no one decent pretext for prolong- 
ing it; Sir William Melvin and I, having, 
till I thought fit to lodge myſelf under 
his hoſpitable roof, hardly being hat- 
acquaintances: buſineſs indeed gave me 
a fair introduction, but that has long been 
diſpatched. I ſtay nevertheleſs, and ſit 


down to his well-furniſhed table, witngn 


all the eaſe imaginable; for there the in- 
chanting Mariana ſo wholly ingroſſes 
every faculty, that L think of- 8 
1 elfe, 
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elſe, except when compelled to beſtow 
ſome little attention on a very lively, 
and, upon the whole, a very lovely mad- 


cap of a widow d wife, who haying loſt 


- ber, hutband,, as to all good purpoſes in 
| life; ſeems laudably deſirous to fill up 
the vacancy by an agreeable Cizitbee. 
At firſt I believe ſhe had ſome thought 
of my worſhip; | but, having a competent 
mar e of penetration, 1be ſoon ſaw that 
it would be love's labour loft, as ano—-— 
ther had ſtolen the prize. She ſees my 
Paſſion for Miſs Melmoth, and whether 
_ 14t is from envy, or from a natural plea- 
ſure in teazing, ſhe plays me. ſo many 
1g uiſh tricks, that 1 am, in ſpite of all 
my mocliſh effrontery, ſometimes abſo- 
: lately diſconcerted, even to the ſo far 
ſing the command of myſelf, as to an- 
er ey with e res 


„ thoſe Ee ſhe ſaid —_ 


5 wear a maſk to their miſtreſſes; 


you- 
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you have not taken that ſage precaution 
with your friend and humble ſervant. I 
dee you are a paſſionate wretch; PI for- 
bid the banns between you and our 
dove-like Mariana; you are of too 
boiſterous a nature for her ; depend 
upon it, I will Þut her on her guard: 

beſides, to let you into a little ſecret, ſhe's 
otherwiſe engaged. Ah! is it poſſible ! 
or was it only female ſpite? I muſt 
watch, yet not a decent mortal: have L 
beheld ſince my arrival; not a ſoul that 
could in conſcience dare to vie with 
me, except it were Melvin, who, to 
ſay truth, is a very fine fellow. But 
then, I preſume, a woman is as much. 
prohibited from marrying ber grand- 
father, as a man is his er Geghnh 


Sir William Melvin, forty at leaſt, 
to become the huſband of Mariana: 
Melmoth, a girl of eighteen ! no, no, 


be has too much ſenſe to dream of ſuch 
a ching; "E 
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F\£ = thing; the will be much better dil. 
A poſed of on your humble ſervant, if 1 
i can but bring myſelf to ſubmit to the 
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Mr. nen to . Cara VEN. 
s E E, like all * a 
friends who aſk advice, you are, let 

that advice be what it will, fixedly de- 

termined to follow your own inclina- 
tions. I foreſee you will marry this fine 
Mariana; and that you will, like all 
other huſbands, too late lament the loſs 
of precious liberty. Tou ſay you have 
an averſion to marriage. Very likely ; - 
but I ſuſpect it is rather founded on pre- 

judice than reaſon. You adopt Roach- 
foucault's maxim without examination, 
That, though marriage may ſometimes 

be convenient, tis never delightful. . 
Now this is a truth of which I have un- 
Aaken ere myſelf, by can- 
a didly 


* 


- 
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didly weighing all that can be ſaid for 


and againſt it, as well as from a thou- 


ſand examples: nothing on earth there- 
fore could prevail on me to ſubmit to 
the N 2 

1 am profeſſedly a Vhertins! — 
that word in its proper ſenſe, a free 
thinker, and a free actor; reſtrained by 
no laws but thoſe of nature, and. thoſe of 
honour, which is a part of the former. 
For example, I, think it beneath the dig- 
nity of a rational creature, to be guilty 


at the time at leaſt, Timean' to perfo rm: 


no vows of eternal conſtancy, no offers 


of honourable ſeparations i in future, not 
a ſingle hint of matrimony. Hitherto, 
I have not met with any fair one fo cruel 


as to ſeduce me to the temptation of de- 


ceiving her: But What, you will perhaps 


: aſk, weld: you do in my (tuation, 


where 


— 


1 
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| where the nymph is to be Purchaſed on 
no other terms, and when you find the 
poſſeſſion of her abſolutely neceſſary to 
your happineſs ? Why, in ſuch a caſe, 
J fear I ſhould be apt to deviate a little 
from .thoſe principles, by Which 1 in ge- 
neral I am governed. 


Self-love is -our ruling paſſion, my 
| fitſt, my grand purſuit 1s to render my- 
ſelf happy; in ſubordination to that, 
where our intereſts do not claſh, I would 

promote the happineſs of others. My 
mind is totally freed from ſuperſtitious 
prejudices. believe virtue to be its 
own reward, and likewiſe vice to be its 
own puniſhment : ſo. that to avoid un- 

eaſy reflections and remorſe, morality 
in general ſhall govern my actions. I 
mean, however, that rational kind of 
morality which does not abridge our 
Pleaſures. If J ſeduce the wife or ſiſter 
of he's friend, I uſe all imaginable pre- 


caution i 
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caution to keep it from his knowledge, 


that I may not diſturb his. peace: but if 
he ſhould diſcover it, I am ever ready 


to give him all the ſatisfaction which ho- 
nour requires. As to the ladies : I con- 


tribute to their pleaſure, as much as 


they do to mine ; add to that, I never 
boaſt ſo, that if their ſecret is betrayed, 
it muſt either be by their own indifcre- 


tion, or ſome unlucky, unavoidable ac- 
_ cident. 1 leave myſelf on theſe occa- 


fions, no room for ſelf-reproach. All 


| monopolies in this country are contrary 
to the laws of trade. If a man will play 


the fool, and marry, that is no reaſon 
why he ſhould expect to keep his wife, 


if the be temptingly fair, wholly for his 
own uſe. Do not you, Craven, be ſo 


weak as to hope for this. If I, for ex- 
ample, ſhould chance to like your pur- 


| chaſe, depend upon it, 1 ſhall not ſcru - 
| ple to uſe all my rhetoric, in order to 


came in for a ſhare of the commodity. 
: 0 | You 


FIN E-GENTLEMAN. 97 


You profeſs to bb a man of reaſon as 
well as me, that is to ſay, a flee thin- 
ker ; you act inconſiſtent with your 
creed, nay, inconfiſtent with common 
ſenſe, if you make not the moſ} of life ; 
fince all we have to avoid is the puniſh- 
ment inflicted on vice by the laws of 
our country, and that of going ſuch 


lengths as to create uneaſy ſenſations in 
our own breaſts. 


The ſtings of conſcience, as your 
prieſts call them, none of thoſe men 
of our caſt feel, except we plunge into 
the laft exceſs of wickedneſs. If then 
you have the fear of cuckoldom before 
your eyes, fly from the enchantreſs who 
would enſlave you; try the effects of 
abſence, and a new face: if you are 
too far gone to be capable of flight, why 
then fate muſt take its courſe, you muſt 
een marry : I think a divorce, at wort, - 
may again reſtore you to liberty. If I 

VoL, I. F have 
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have leiſure, and no other particular en- 


gagement of the heart, I may perhaps, 


out of friendſhip, help you to procure 
one. Adieu! I have thought ſo much 
on your affairs, that I have not had 
time to mention my own, though they 
never were more, intereſting than at pre- 


ſent. In return for my complaiſance, 


you muſt next poſt give me leave to 


talk largely to you on that ſubject. 


F arewell. 
; Your's fincer ely 3 


ORLANDO WARRENDER. 


Sill. at lord W enchanted caſtle, 


where Jam ty'd, and bound with all 


a 


3 % 
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Mr. WARRENDER to Mr. CRAVEN, A 


by Mac-Aimore Caſtle, in the N orth: | 
IHESE two ſpotleſs ſheets of 
paper, large as they are, do T 
dedicate wholly to Orlando Warrender, 
and the moſt angelick of women, Jefly 
Livingſton. Do you, Craven, remem- 
ber a girl who ſtruck us both ſo forcibly 
at the grate of a convent on our way to 
Paris, where we ſtopped to have a little 
chat with the pious fiſterhood ? That 
dear, that lovely girl, is now at this 
preſent moment under the ſame abſo- 
lute roof with your happy friend, and 
miſtreſs of his heart. We had then but 
2 tranſient glance ; like the Parthian ſhe 


thot Ny ing 3 new objects for a time ba- 
Fa niſhed 
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niſhed her from my memory. Lord 
W—, with whom we both became ac- 

quainted during the courſe of our tra- 
vels, returned with me to England; 

you remained at Florence. In paſſing 
through Liſle, he told me he muſt ſtop 
ſome days to give a couſin of his, who 
was in a nunnery there, time to prepare 
for a voyage, and very long journey: 
as I have promiſed (added he) to con- 
duct her ſafe, as far as lies in my power, 
to her father, and friends in the High- 
lands. My fair unknown inſtantly darted 


acroſs my thought ; it may be her, 


whiſper'd I, and my heart, at the bare 
idea, bounded with tranſport. In the af- 
ternoon, we went enſemble to the grate ; 
and there, by the appearance of my 
charmer, did I, with rapture find that 


I was not deceiyved in my fond hopes. 


I found her, on a nearer inſpection, ten 

thouſand times more lovely than fancy, 

aided uo a {light glance, had imagined, 
* © Figure 


2 


FINE-GENTLE MAN. ror 


Figure to yourſelf. But you can't. Inſtead 
of the divine Jeſſy, you'll ſee only your 
Mariana. In two words, ſhe is per- 
fectly handſome, and uncommonly ac- 
compliſhed; nature and education have 
both done their utmoſt to make a per- 
ſect ſhe. You may believe, a girl like 
her is no eaſy conqueſt; conſidering too, 
that J her admirer am obliged to tread 
in crooked paths; and that I differ 
with ! her. in ſo material a point as reli- 
gion. My. fair one being a biggotted 
ee 1, you know, a rigid prote- 
fant ; the. ſtrictly virtuous, I a deter- 
mined foe to matrimony : ſo that I have 
not the advantage of addreſſing. her in 
the common form. No ſpeaking to 
papa, or intereſting our aunts and cou- 
fins: the difference of our faiths weuld 
to them be a ſufficient obſtacle; and my 
free principles debar me of the privi- 
lege of their becoming my adyocates.- 
Since for what do I ſue ? an union that 


* ſcorns. . 
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ſcorns all bonds but thoſe which love has 
made; yet, in ſpite of all theſe lets and 
hindrances, I do not deſpair. T You 
know this perſon of mine has done no 
ſmall execution in its time: and then I 
have a tongue, which, if I may believe 
ſome fair ones, would deceive and ſe- 
duce even the grand ſedocer of man- 


| Bind.“ S lde Ms iu 136% IT. 
This encomium, migbt indeed be ra- 
1 ther made as an excuſe for their weak- 
4 neſs, than my firength. Tis univerſal- 


ly allowed however, that I am a ſen- 
fible agreeable fellow, and have | moſt 
_ engaging way, with me (excul © this 
Teeming vanity). I am forced every n now 
and then, to number my perfections, in 
order to keep up my ſpirits and, to 
give me courage, rely ing on my forces, 
to continue my hitherto unſucceſsful at- 
tack. Not quite unſucceſsful neither: 


the citadel indeed is ſtill unſurrendered; 
. | but 
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but the out-works are ſome of them ra- 
ther upon the totter; ſuch as ungene- 
rous miſtruſt, prudiſh reſerve, and co- 
quettiſh deceit : of the latter, ſhe is in 
every reſpect incapable. I had a thou- 


 fand delightful opportunities, during our 


too ſhort voyage, to ingratiate myſelf 
with her : ſhe all artleſs, I all ſoft, ten- 
der and aſſiduous; ſoothing her fears, 
when apprehenſive of danger from the 
boiſterous element fond, yet reſpect- 
fully aftentive to her when fick, and 
ſtudious to amuſe her when well. How 
could the grateful maid refuſe ſome ſhare 
ef her good graces, to one who ſtrove 
to prevent her very wiſhes ? One is per- 
mitted to take a number of little liber- 
ties too, in ſuch a fituation, where 
males and females are ſo comfortably 
huddled together, and where fear and 
ſickneſs lower the ſpirits. O! ſweet 
were then the joys I taſted ! I made a 
greater. progreſs by ſea in twenty-four 

ws hours, 
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hours, than I could have done by land 


in as many months. Venus in her na- 


tive element was at hand to aid my ſuit. 


I quitted not however my lovely com- 


panion, when on ſhore, Lord W—, 
who is a very worthy fellow, though 
confoundedly prieſt-ridden, pleaſed with 
company, and deſirous of cultivating 
my friendſhip, invited me, as I had 
no particular plan in view, to continue 
my route with him, and to paſs a few 
months at his caſtle in the Highlands. 
High or low, all places are alike to me, 
where Jefly Livingſton reſides. He 
told me, that he propoſed to aſk old 
. Livingſton's leave, to let his daughter 
ſtay during the ſummer with his fiſters ; 
but doubted much if he ſhould be able 
to obtain his conſent, for he is (conti- 
nued he) one of the moſt obſtinate old 
*Grecians in nature; an obſtinacy which 
has acquired new force from misfor- 
tunes; misfortunes which, inſtead of 
wad - humbling, 
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bumbling, have ſtrengthened. his native 
pride. It ſeems he loſt a conſiderable 

eſtate in the:Jate-rebellion. ; but by. the 

intereſt of ſome powerful friends at 
court, he about a twelvemonth ago re- 

ceived his pardon; and, enthufiaſtically 
fond of his natiye country, he returned 
to it and poverty, rather than continue 

affluent in exile, (for while abroad he 
received an- entrou-- from the king of 
France). He left his daughter, whoſe 
education (having "Joſt Bis wife when 
Jeſſy was an infant) he ſuperintended, a 
though ſhe received it in a nunnery. He 
left her there, I ſay, on the before- men- 
tioned occaſion, and returned to Scot- - 


land ; though he no longer could boaſtof* 


being: maſter of one foot of land; that a 
few years before was lord of many hun- 
dred acres... His- nephew, lord W—, 
was chief of the clan, from him he con- 
deſcended with reluQance to receive a 
ſmall well-ſtocked farm, at which he- 
1 no- 
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now reſides, and to which he threatens, 
ere long, to conduct his lovely daugh- 


ter; there, in obſcurity, like a roſe in 


the deſert, to bloom and die unſeen. Ah! 
forbid it heaven! Adieu, Craven. I 


am ſummoned. I ſhall, when I retire 


to my a partment, moſt ny reſume 


. F 
my Pen. | ; 4 : F 
5 - 
, - 4 
| e 7 
. 1 N 


Your's, &c. 
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From the ſame to the fame, 


eee, engage our pair of 


: divinities in a correfpondence : then, 


by a few allowable ſtratagems in love, 


how eaſily could we come at the ſecrets 
of their hearts! Cannot I, you will afk, 


avail. myſelf” of her correſpondence E 


nearer home ? has ſhe no confidants in- 
the family? Doubtleſs it muſt be iv; . 
ſince there are other females amon lt 
that number; Vou would not aſk the- 
queſtion, if you could. ſee the contraſt 


between Jeſſy Livingſton and my lord's 
ſiſters, the ladies Wiolet and Chtiſty; 


ſuch mere hoydening, untaughtrural dam- 
fels l. 


à ſhort ſketch of my journey, of my re- 
cep- 
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" ception from thoſe roſy Caledonian 
nymphs, and a few traits of their charac-- 
ter, as well as of their venerable aunt, 

lady Margret Fraiſer, a ſpinſter, almoſt 
as old as the caſtle ſne inhabits. 


For the firſt: We traverſed barren 
2H mountains, uncultivated vallies, where 
neither tree nor cottage were to be ſeen 
for miles, but the preſence of my Jefly 
could make even a deſert ſmile ; nay, 
to own the truth, independant of that, 
I was not a little amuſed with the no- 
velty of the ſcene, ſo different from 
thoſe I had quitted in that paradiſe of 
the world, Italy: to which however, I 
thought myſelf again tranſported, when 
we came within ſight of our deſtined 
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; habitation. 1. was abſolutely inchanted 
| with the charmingly romantic proſpects 
b that then met my eyes. My lord's ans 
1 ceſtors have cultivated every inch of 
ill | their 
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their eſtate; which is very extenſive, 
and where nature has furniſhed them with 
all deſirable capabilities. The hills here 
are all planted, the plains covered with 
verdant graſs, or waving with yellow 
corn : clear rivulets, .and ruſhing na- 
tural caſcades, . together with neat villa- 
ges,. compleat the pleaſing. rural ſcene:: 
his caſtle has all the charms of venerable 
antiquity to recommend it, and ſeems 
impregnable 3 the walls of | it being at 
leaſt. fix yards thick, adorned with 
towers and battlements, that promiſe to 
ſtand as long. a: fiege as the renowned 
Troy itſelf did. 1 ſhould have told you, 
that a few miles before we reached it, 
our horſes thought fit to take reſt, as 
they call it here, in aſcending a tre- 
mendous mountain: > they were very 
wiſe in this, twas no more than what I 
would have done myſelf. . I do not how- 
ever commend. them, for ſeeming ob- 
ſtinately bent to take up their reſidence 
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im the ſpot where they ſtopped, and 
from whence neither threats nor intrea- 
ties could prevail on them to move; ſo 
that at laſt we their lords and maſters 
were obliged to give up the point, and 
eien to betake ourſelves to our feet. 
Every misfortune has ſome alloy. I 
had the honour of ſupporting the ſweet 
Jeſſy i in our walk, which was no ſhort 
one, being obliged to continue it till 
our ſervants could exchange our coach 
for ſaddle horſes; on one of which I. 
placed my amiable charge, preſſing her 
hand with my lips as I lifted her on: 
and again we continued our march. The 
next impediment to our courſe was a 
chryſtal ſtream which ran between a 
hill and beautiful valley, in the midſt of 
which ſtood the caſtle. Here we pauſed, 
when on the oppoſite fide appeared the 
divinities of the place, lady Violet, 
and lady Chriſty, the eldeſt not above 
Fs both of them true Highland 
beauties ; 
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beauties; that is to ſay, tall, ſtrapping 
laſſes, robuſt and blooming as milk 
maids; a ſtyle of beauty very little to- 
my taſte. Eh! there's my brother, 
(cry'd the youngeſt) and inſtantly tuck=- 


ing up her petticoats ſome degrees above 


her ankles, (no cauſe indeed had ſhe to 
be aſhamed of remarkably well turn'd 


limbs) ſkipp'd on what they call the- 
ſtepping - ſtones, in the water, leaping. 


from one to another, as nimbly as a 


fawn, and quickly reached us. Lord. 
W diſmounted, and flew to embrace 


her: I alſo as a proper mark of reſpect 
quitted my horſe, and as it is here the 
faſhion to ſalute men, women and chil- 
dren, very willingly in that too fol- 
lowed his lordſhip's example: the fair 
one, without the leaſt ceremony, held 
out her pretty roſy mouth, (would I 
could teach Jeſſy to be as tractable). My 


lord next introduced the fair coufins to 


each other; and * croſſed the 
100 | fiream, 
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ſtream, we renewed our ceremonies on 


the other ſide, to the ladies Margaret 


and Violet. I very ſlightly. touch'd the 
wither d cheek of our good aunt; but that 
no jealouſy might be excited between 
the ſiſters, I made as ſree with Violet's 
ruby lips, as I had done with thoſe of 


the {ſmiling Chr iſty. I. fancy d that my 


Highland Queen, angelic Jeſſy, look d 

a little grave om the occaſion; nor was 
that gravity at all; diminiſned, when 
her younger couſin, after. our baving 
gone through the etiquette of Scots po- 
liteneſs, ſeized hold of my arm, with 
moſt agreeable familiarity, nor quitted 


it, till we reached the manſion: there 


we were entertained with all the plenty 


of welcome hoſpitality. It was in the 


land of "Cakes, I preſume, where that 


good old ſay ing firſt took its riſe; Gd 


ſends good meat, the d-. ſends ck. 
2 no more of our dinner. But 


aur breakfaſt next morning. How I 
D $5 2911 ; ſtar d Ft 


to end, with tea, coffee, hams, eggs, 


tongues, porrage, jellies, marmalade, 


honey, &c. &c. & c. Like the aſs be- 
tween the two bundles of hay, I ſtood a 
chance of being ſtarved in the midſt of 


plenty, not knowing what to fix on, a- 


mongſt ſuch a droll aſſortment: nor 
ſhould I, perhaps, till now, have made 
my choice, had not bonny Chriſty ſaved 
me the trouble, by preſenting to me a 


collar d egg, the fellow to which ſhe 
_devour'd in a trice, waſhing it down 
with half a dozen baſons of tea, inter- 


mixed with ham, and bread and butter. 
_ Thoſe fair amazons are fit to produce a 
race of heroes, a Spartan common- 
wealth: : after all, they anſwer the end 


of their creation much better than our 
ſqueamiſh belles, who bring into the 
world a ſet of ſmock-faced beaux, as 


delicate and effeminate as themſelves... 


1 am 
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ftard ! A large table, cover'd from end 
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I am this morning going to take a 
ride with his lordſhip, in order to view 
his improvemehts. Lady Margaret is 
| ſeated at her wheel, the ladies Violet 
=_ | and Chriſty I left in the hall, dancing 
\ à reel with their couſin Willy Stuart, to 
3} the ſonorous ſound of a Highland bag- 
4 pipe; which,” by the bye, is moſt ad- 
mirably (when well play'd) calculated 
for that purpoſe. Joyous creatures! they 
are merry from morning to night; 
but their vivacity rather conſiſts in mo- 
tion than words: they cut jokes with 
their feet, and are witty with their 
hands, when they ſlily ſteal a hand- 
kerchief, or whiſk a chair from behind 
an acquaintance, who plumps to the 
ground. The tongue has nothing to do 
with this kind of archneſs. What a dif- 
ference between them and my Jeſſy 
from her ruby lips, flow genuine wit 
and 
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goes on your a- 


Adieu! How 
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Mr. CKAVEN to Mr. WARRENDER:. 


SHALL ſoon ceaſe to wonder at 
any thing. Would you believe it, 


Warrender ? the girl actually ſhews a 
_ viſible partiality for Melvin, a fellow 


old enough to be her father. What de- 


pravity of taſte'! I hope however this is 


a ſecret, to all but the prying and | Jea- 
lous eye of love. 


As you ſay, Orlando, a divorce can 


at worſt reſtore me to liberty, ſhould I 


play the fool and marry : but does not 
an affair of that kind, ſome way or o- 
ther affect a man's honour | ? In the days 


of yore, I believe it was ſo deemed ; 


but. our notions now are more liberal. 
Let. 


1 
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Let me dee, I -bavehere a lift of thoſe 
faſhlonable hutbands. What ſays it? 


The right honourable lord : right 
honourable till you find ; 'tis ſufficient ; 

Tl e'en venture: with Bays I exclaim, | 
it is reſolved. I muſt take myſelf while 
in the mind ; if I deliberate, ſhe's loft. 
Now Sir William be in the way ; 1 
come in due form to ſollicit your aid. I 
will not cloſe chis till that grand affair i is | 
diſpatched. 9's ; 


| 


» wa + 


. 4 - Ss a 4 3. rr 5 _ * 
2 2 *r r S Fn 8 — = 46 
? ASE * - 6; 7 M7 ETD, oc 5 ——— r 
— — hs 8 . 9 — > . * 2 = 8 — < = 
:! ] . wx ve 8 
> AY 18 0 7 SS —_ . 7 IE - 
I » x es 8 — 


> 8 t ID . - 2 2 5 = = : 2 — 
I ng - 2 _ - - a rn . awry "> aw" © - 2 . 1 + ST we 5 1 7 — 1 
2 == : Ss MN 25 oy * a 2 % 8 * P i 8 A — he a Es S 


In'Ceotinagiion. 

A provoking Jefly, to lead me into 
ſuch aukward ſcrapes ! a man looks ſo 
filly ! 'tis a fooliſh affair! it will be 
ſome hours ere I am reconciled to my- 
ſelf. 1 met lady Suſan as I flunk from 
fir William's library, and fled as ſwift 
as if ſhe had detected me in a theſt ; but 
I was not prepared to ſtand her raillery, 
and fancy'd that, like Cain, I had al- 
ready the mark ſet upon my forehead, 

| and 
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:and that. all who ſaw me, would lavgh q 


me to ſcorn. 


To ſpeak plain Engliſh, I have re- 


vealed my moſt honourable paſſion to 
Melvin, and beſought his intereſt in 


my favour with his ward. He liſten'd 


with all the dignity of one who knew 
he had it in his power to oblige, 


and therefore, wanted to make a merit 


of it; or perhaps there was a little ri- 
valſhip in the caſe. He changed colour 
on my firſt addreſs, and when I ex- 
pected ſome degree of gratitude to be 
expreſſed for my generoſity, in think- 
ing of an alliance ſo inferior to what by 
birth and fortune I might aſpire to, he 
only looſely ſaid, I pretend to no au- 


thority over Miſs Melmoth, in ſo nice, 


ſo delicate a point: I ſhould hardly dare 
even to offer my advice: but I ſhall 


certainly mention your propoſal to her, 


and then her heart and judgment muſt 


determine. So ſaying, he made a mo- 


tion 


tion as if going to r eſume his books, on 
which, with a rather reſentful air, I 
haſtily left the room. I'll have the girl 
now, if it was but out of ſpite: her 


mother-in-law, a filly old coquette, 


who had juſt left them when I arrived, 
is again returned. At the firſt glance I 
fathom'd the depth-of her ſhallow under- 
ſtanding : a very little flattery will ſe- 


cure her in my intereſt. I think ſhe will 
be the more inclined to this, as ſhe 
ſeems defirous to get rid of her daugh- 
ter, having, as I could laſt night per- 
ceive, ſome fears of her being too much 
in Melvin's good graces, on whom, ſhe 
herſelf caſts a favourable eye. Strange! 
that an honeſt fellow ſhould be obliged 
to puzzle his brain to get a wife. A 
miſtreſs indeed deſerves ſome trouble, 
but the former ought joyfully to leap 
into one's lawful embraces, and to be 


thankful that one will take her on ſuch. 
honourable terms, when fo many are 


ro 
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to be purchaſed at one's own- price, 


Yes, I do remember your Jefly ; re- 


member that ſhe was handſome : but 
dare not to ſet her charms in competi- 
tion with thoſe of my Melmoth; you 


might as well compare a ruſh candle to 


the ſun. Adieu! compliments to your 


friend, and ſuccels attend your love- like 


machinations. 


JJ wa. 


LETTER XVII. 


* 


Miſs MELMOTH to Miſs PFMBROKE. 


OU cannot conceive how I have 

been agitated, my dear Nancy; 
ncr know I when I ſhall recover from 
my confuſion and painful emotions. 


This morning, juſt after breakfaſt, 
when I had -retired to my apartment, 


lady Jones's woman, (who, I ſhould tell 
you, arrived here yeſterday, as did her 


worthy daughter by the bye: no one 


who is ten minutes in company of my 
good mother-in-law, if Sir William is 
preſent, but who may eafily a:count 


for her frequent viſits at the abbey.) 


Her woman, I ſay, came bouncing into 


my room, while I was drefling ; ex- 


claiming, Miſs, miſs, Sir William 
VoL. I. G Waits 
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waits for you in his ſtudy; come quick, 
let me help you to dreſs, Your maid, 
(added ſhe, affecting an arch look) will 
ſoon have this pretty ſack : wedding 
garments muſt all be ſpick and ſpan 
new. There has Sir William been ſhut 
up with my lady, and I know who was 
the ſubject of their diſcourſe. Lord 
— well, I little dreamt that we ſhould 
| Hear ſuch news on our viſit. While ſhe 


thus ran on, ſhe affected to aſſiſt my 
Abigail: for my part, I was ready to 
fink with various emotions. Sir William, 


waiting for me in his library ! ſhut up 
with my mother-in-law ! I the ſubject 
of their diſcourſe! What could all this 
mean! ? You are a ftrange creature, 


(faid I to the woman) throwing myſelf 


into a chair, 1 wiſh you would be plea- 
led imply to deliver your meſſage, 
without mixing with it any of your plea- 
ſantry. My meſlage is eaſily delivered, 


(returned the) I was only bid to tell 
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you, by my lady, that Sir William, 
who to be ſure is one of the ſweeteſt men 
in the world, had been aſking her con- 
ſent, to make certain propoſals to you. 
I felt for my ſalts, I was ready to faint, 
Good God! whiſper'd I to myſelf, is it 
poſfible ! I dare not believe it. O ! if it 
ſhould, what ſhall I fay ? how, ſupport 
ſo intereſting a ſcene ? See, my Nancy, 
how freely I diſcover to you the weak- 
neſs of my heart : I durſt not, or ra- 
ther I had not power to aſk a farther 
explanation; and ere I recovered from 
my firſt agitation, the prattling meſſen- 
ger was ſummoned to attend her miſ—- 
treſs. I finiſhed' my dreſs, but what 
then? Could I, on ſuch an occafion as I 
ſuppaſed it, go in ſearch of Sir Wil- 
lam ? While l ſtood irreſolute, making 
a ſufficiently filly figure, lady Jones, 
with a gay air, entered my room. What 
miſs ! have you not yet diſpatched the 
labours of your toilet (cry'd The)? but 
- OS 3 
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to ſay truth, one is on ſome occafions 
apt to take more than uſual pains. My 


woman, I preſume, (added ſhe, affect- 


ing a graver air) delivered my meſſage: 
Sir William is, no doubt, impatient. 


How you bluſh, (continued ſhe ſpite- 


ful enough) into what a pretty ſlutter 


has the proſpect of this tete-a-tete thrown | 


you? come, I'll lead the way. In 
ſaying this, ſhe went out, and I, all 
agitated and confuſed, followed. Sir 
William met us at the door of his ſtudy. 
We have had, as is common, ſome 


maidenly tremors (faid ſhe to him ſmi- 


ng), but I believe the worſt is now 


over, and that I may ſpare myſelf the 


trouble of wiſhing you ſucceſs in your 
undertaking ; though, I aſſure you, tis 
what I very fincerely deſire. What, 
Nancy, could I conjecture from all this, 
but what 1 did too flatteringly conjec- 
ture? Sir William, with an air a little 
embarraſſed, took my hand, conducted 

| me 


Bk 0c 


me to a ſopha, and placed himſelf by 


me: there for ſome minutes we bork- 
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continued ſilent, my eyes fixed on the 


ground, bis as J faw (on venturing to 


ſteal a glance) on my bluſhing face. 


At laſt, let me intreat my dear mitſs- 


Melmoth; (ſaid he) to regard me as her 
true friend; but let not any idea of au- 
thority or guardianſhip mix with it, leſt 


complaiſance; and that gentle dutiſul ſub- 


miſſion to thoſe whom ſhe regards in the 


light of parents, ſhould bias her judg- 


ment, or tempt her to put any force on 
her inclinations; let her heart, guided 
by a head mature in ſenſe, though young 
in years, ever direct her choice. I 
hardly know how to proceed, my dear 


Mariana, (added he, taking my hand,) 
deeply intereſted as Jam in the ſuhject. 


Perhaps lady Jones has informed you, 
that I wiſh to make propoſals to you, 


for a man, who, however unworthy he 


110 be in ſome reſpects, is at leaſt 


SS: +" 


* 
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truly ſenſible of your worth. Ah! fir, 
interrupted the bluſhing ſimpleton, un- 


worthy do you ſay? who is worthy if 


he is not? propoſals from him I will 
freely own, what ever diſparity.—l pau- 
fed, I was ready to die with confuſion, 
leſt | ſhould have ſaid too much. At 
that moment lady Jones, unſeaſonably 
as I thought, entered the room. Well, 
Sir William, (cry'd ſhe,) what ſucceſs ? 
Does Mariana liſten to your ſuit ? I 


think ſhe can have no objection; but 


you rate her merit ſo very high. She 


has not any objections, madam, returned 
he, with a grave, and rather a melan- 
choly air, (which at the time ſtruck 


me as improper for the occaſion). I am 


charmed, interrupted my mother, tis 


a match on which I have ſet my heart: 
I thought your eloquence could not fail 
to moye, but we too long continue the 


ſubject. Go with me, Sir William, 
(continued ſhe) putting her arm under 


his 


his, we will in the garden talk farther of 


the affair. Mean while Mariana will 
have time to recover from thoſe emo- 
tions, inſeparable from ſuſceptible minds 
on ſuch. occafions. They went out toge- 


ther, leaving me in a fituation not to be 


deſcribed.» As I had no doubt, but that 


Sir William meant himſelf when he talk- 
ed of a man, who, however unworthy in 


ſome reſpects, was at leaft truly ſenfible 
of my merit, ſo I was infinitely aſto- 
niſhed, at the reception my too ready 
avowal of mutual regard, met with from 


him. I was ready to expire with con- 


fuſion at the recollection of my weak - 
neſs; ſhocked to death, that I ſhould: 
have behaved with impropriety, before 
the man on earth of whoſe approbation 
I was. moſt ambitious. While I fat 
motionleſs, . indulging the moſt painful 
reflections, the door opened, and in 
ſprung Mr. Craven 3 affecting an air of 
anſport, he ran and threw himſelf at 
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my feet ; Thus, cry'd he, let me thank 
my angel for her condeſcending good- 
neſs. Sir William has diffipated thoſe 


doubts and fears, which a ſenſe of my 


unworthineſs had created: doubts and 
ſears, indeed, inſeparable from genuine 


love: he and lady Jones have filled my 


heart with rapture, by informing me, 


that my paſſion is not diſpleaſing to you, 


by giving me hopes, that you will fa- 
vourably liſten to my ſuit. The man's 


mad, (at laſt interrupted I, having 


a little recovered from my ſurprize.) | 


approve your paſſion ! I liſten to your 
ſuit ! They could not, they would not 
ſure fo far tranſgreſs the bounds of 


truth, or, unprovoked, ſo grofily inſult 
us both. But added I, after a pauſe of 
recollection, this miſtake may proceed 
from my want of attention, for that it is 
a miſtake, I do moſt ſolemnly aſſure 


you; fince I never once deſigned to en- 
courage your paſſion, to which my heart 


880 82 9 8 1 3 


is averſe. Whoſe paſſion then, cry'd he- 
fiercely, and ſtarting up, did you mean 

to encourage? That queſtion, Mr. Cra- 

ven, is impertinent; I cannot. perſuade 


myſelf that you have any right to call | | 
me to an account. At that moment, 1 
lady Jones, who. ſeemed to. be every: A 
where at once, ſo ſpitefully zealous was- i 
the to draw me into a ſcrape, entered | 1 g 
the room. Your lady ſhip ſaid I, turn- 


ing to her with an air of diſdain, has 
been quite laviſh of your wit, this mor- 
ning; 'tis a pity that you could not a 
little longer carry on the face. What 
do you mean, child? (ſtaring) I witty l. 
I do not underſtand you. We ſeem all 
to be play ing at croſs pur poſes, (inter- 
rupted Mr. Craven peeviſhly); I was 
flattered by what you, madam, and 
Sir William ſaid, that I ſhould have met 
with a very different reception from miſs. 
Melmoth. You ſurpriſe me, ſir, (re- 
turn'd the) I thought Mariana had been 
G5 above 
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above all female trifling, and childiſh, 


caprice, and that ſhe would not have 


authorized her guardian and me to fay 


what we did ſay to you, except ſhe had 


been freely determined in her own 


mind, to abide by thoſe favourable ſen- 
timents ſhe then freely profeſſed for 


you. Who, I madam ? (interrupting 


her with reſentment) I entertain favoura- 
ble ſentiments of Mr. Craven! T his is 


the drolleſt ſcene I ever was witneſs to 


in my life (cry'd ſhe, affecting a laugh). 


Pray, fir, retire for a while, till I have 


talked a- little more particularly to her 
on the ſubject: when you meet again, 
Mr. Craven, I'truſt, you will be treated 
in a manner more worthy of you. He 
bow'd and left us. I then, unable lon- 
ger to reſtrain myſelf, burſt into tears; 


while I ſobb'd out, What have I done to 


deſerve ſuch treatment? to be by cruel 
and wanton malice compelled thus to ex- 
poſe myſelf? I paſs over your re- 

proaches, 
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proaches, miſs, (ſaid ſhe), but I ſhould. 
be glad to know, what you mean by 
my having compelled you to expoſe: 
yourſelf, I never heard any body talk. 

i wildly. All I did was to ſend my: 
' maid to inform you, that Sir William 
had been with me this morning, to ſo- 
licit my conſent to his making propo- 
ſals to you for his friend Mr. Craven. 
I did not indeed name the gentleman to- 
my Betty, - delicacy. forbad that; but 
ſurely your guardian would tell you: 
who it was; or if not, you might have 
taken the trouble to make that enquiry 
ere you - diſcovered. your ſentiments +: 
and, after all, who could you mean, but 
Mr. Craven, whoſe. addrefles would be 
ſo acceptable to you? I know no other 
that at preſent makes any pretenſions, 
or ſeems ſo likely as him to have enga- 
ged your affections. Whether you know- 
or not, (interrupted. I, in anger) I da» 
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has not, nor ever will, and ſo you may 


tell Sir William; for my reſolution as to 


him, is unalterably fixed, nothing on 


earth ſhall prevail on me to be his. Do 
me the favour, madam, I repeat, to tell 
my guardian what I ſay, and alſo, that 


I would with to return for a few months 


to Sudley farm, to which place, my 


aunt and couſins ſtrongly invite me. 
Had you not better talk to Sir William 


yourſelf, on theſe ſubjects? (ſaid the, 
with ſpiteful archneſs) he no doubt will 
be curious to know who it was, that you 


| faid could never be unacceptable to you. 
She pauſed. I bluſhed - ſcarlet deep, 


partly with ſhame, partly with reſent- 
ment at being ſo cruelly teazed. I ne- 
ver will talk to him on any ſuch ſub- 


«ject, (cry'd I haſtily) let him think 


as he pleaſes : all I aſk is leave to re- 
turn to my friends. Mrs. Melvin's ab- 
ſence at this time, (added I) is moſt un- 


fortunate: for me (ſhe has been abſent 


a week, 
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a week, being ſummoned to attend a 


relation, who is ſuppoſed to be dying, 
ſo that her return is uncertain ; and as 
to lady Suſan, ſhe is not one, who 1 
could prevail on myſelf to conſult on 
ſuch an occaſion as this. O! that I 
was now with my Nancy! 


Lady Jones left me, with an aſſurance 
that the would let Sir William know 
my reſolution as to Mr. Craven, who, 
ſhe hoped, would eafily be prevailed on 
to relinquiſh the purſuit, fince he might 
aſpire to a much more advantageous 
match, both in point of birth and for- 
tune, than me I much fear the will 


find herſelf miſtaken, for the man has 


diſcovered an uncommon ſhare of obſti- 
nacy in his temper : beſides, I feel | 
have ſtrong foreboadings, that I am 


born to be unfortunate. Ah! can I be 


otherwiſe ? Fooliſh girl! to flatter my- 
ſelf with ſuch deluſive dreams of happi- 
neſs, 


—_ N. 
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neſs. Adieu! prepare my loved friends 
to receive once more your grateful Ma- 


riana, not indeed ſo much at eaſe, as 
when ſhe left you, but . affec - 
tionate. 


M. MELMOTH; 


L E 1 
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Mr. WARRENDER to Mr. CRAVEN. 


H E clan of Macaimore pour in 

upon us to day like a deluge, to 
pay their yearly viſit to their chieftain: 
Parlour, kitchen and hall are full of 
them: my teeth are almoſt broken with 
their hard names. We have the laird 
of Me. Nabb, the laird of Crederick, 
the laird of Croglins, and half a hun- 
dred more; but I muſt learn Farſe ere 
I can finiſh my lift. I think I counted 
no leſs than twenty-ſeven kiſſes, which 
I gave and received in the ſpace of an 
hour: tis abſolutely making a fatigue 
of a pleaſure, though I laid them on as 


light as a feather upon the old ladies 
g cheeks, 
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cheeks, not willing to diſcompoſe their 
toys. Livingſton, father of my char- 
mer, came amongſt the reſt; a venera- 
ble piece of antiquity, with filyer locks, 
an air, which in ſpite of coarſe and 
plain apparel, ſpeaks the gentleman, 
Lord W , With more warmth than 
I could have. with'd, ſpoke to him in 
praiſe of his fair daughter, with' whoſe 
company he. ſaid, both her aunt and 
couſins were delighted: he might have 
added, and with which my honeft 
friend Warrender, and your humble 
ſervant are ſtill more ſo. The good old 
man's eyes gliſter'd with. pleaſure at 
thoſe. juſt encomiums. To me, cry'd 
he! to her fond father ſhe appears all, 
nay more than you can deſcribe ; in- 
deed the is now. my only treaſure ; but 
I glory in my poverty :. had I twenty 
eſtates, I would chearfully forfeit them 
all, in fo juſt, ſo noble a cauſe. Weell 
faid, man, exclaimed lady Margaret, 


* 


clopplig: him an the ſhoulder, I hope 


we ſhall both live to ics the _ 
When the In, ſhall enjoy his ain again. 


You find, Georgs, that I am got a- 
mongſt a ſet of Jacobites ; moſt of the 
ladies are openly ſo. As to L. W—he 
is too prudent to reveal his ſentiments 
on that head; but as he is a catholick, 
and his title untainted, (his father hav- 


ing been leſs cautious) one may give a 


ſhrewd gueſs what they: are. 


At {as the worthy old man 


launched out on his favourite ſubject, in 


which he was heartily joined by lady 5 
Margaret, who is a great politician, I 


was a little unguardedly drawn into the 
difpute, in which I fear, though I had 


the beſt of the arguments, I loſt more 
than I gained by 'the conteſt. Living- 


n eyed me with looks that did not 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak bi him 3 „ in my fa- 


vour. In the courſe of our converſation, 


I recommended the judicious Blackfton 
to him, as an author, who talks with 


great impartiality, and no leſs: ſenſibly 


on the nature of our government and 
conſtitution. I am too old to go to 


ſchool again (returned he) : I may fay of 


my political. faith, as ſome one did of 
his religious faith ; I do not at theſe 


years remember by what arguments [I 
was convinced, but 1 know that they 
once did irongly, convince me, when 


my reaſon was ſound and in it's vigour; 


and what ſerved. in my youth ſhall ſuf- 
fice for my age. | What ſay you to that | 
4 determination, fair Tefly (er) d I, 
* turning to her with a mile) Is not your 

worthy father a little obſlinate on this 


3 


occaſſon. is not very probable, that 


my daughter, (interrupted, he) ſhould 


* - F 


| | give it againſt me. Heaven for bid ſhe 
; Wi in At . ſeel the aſt inclina- 


tion. 


+ 3 
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tion to diſſent! I know this at leaſt, 


that not the firſt lord in the land, poor 
as ſhe is, ſhould call her his, were not 


his religion, his. principles, the ſame 
as mine. (Pretty encouragement for me, 
George; but I do not mean to aſk ei- 
ther his conſent or approbation, ſo tis 
the leſs matter you know). He added, I 


would deſpiſe his wealth and grandeur, N 


and deem it a diſhonour to match my 
child with a traitor to his king. 1 co 


loured. Sir, (cry'd I fiercely) I hope 


you do not mean any perforat—Living- 
ſton haftily interrupted Lord W— 
You are indiſcreet, I will not fuſfer 
thoſe kind of difputes in my houſe. We 
are all friends here ; ours is a rural life; 


let us then leave the fiery and contels : 


tious ſpirit of party to reſtleſs and ambi- 
tious courtiers; be their purſuit empty 


fame and toilſome grandeur, ours friend=. 


ſhip, contentment, love, and peace. 


ws liked 


- — — . Sy 
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1 liked not the look with which [efſy 


honoured him on the delivery of this 
fine ſpeech, it was by much too favoura- 
ble: I believe it pierced us both to the 


heart, but mine it pain'd while his it 


| Pleaſed. Heavens. f ſhe does not, ſhall 


not, muſt not love him ; though it 1s 


lately too viſible, that he beholds her 
with very partial eyes. My hope is, 


that as we are generally ſtruck with our 


oppoſite, your friend Orlando ſtands a 


better chance than his lordſhip :. he a 
ſaber flow, I all mirth and whim, ſince 


our goddeſs, ſweet creature a goddeſs 
this moment, now a creature. No mat · 
| ter, ſhe is 1 fay of a ſweetly penſive 
turn, and therefore I'll lay my life would 


Prefer a lively-ſpirited fellow to a ſenti- 
mental humdrum. J bave another hope, 
and that is, that well as W— likes her, 


bis pride will never ſuffer him to think 


of ſa unequal an alliance: yet her family 
IT . 
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is as good as his ; but it is reduced to 
poverty, and her father is neither bet- 

ter nor worſe than a petty farmer. Lady 
Margaret, who. has all that haughtineſs 


for which ladies of this country are di- 
ſtinguiſhed, would go wild did the but 
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ſuſpect he could ever dream of ſuch a if 
thing; and if he cannot bring himſelf if f 
to think of her as a wife, I know his 0 ö 
ideas of things are too narrow and too | 14 


much tinctured with vulgar prejudice, 
to ſuffer him to think of her in any 
other light. 


Thus . I partly reaſoned away my 
fears, ever too ſanguine to deſpair of 
any undertaking on which I thought it 
worth my while to ſet my heart. On 
this occafion, I could brave a thouſand + 
abſtacles; indeed I have already diſco- 
vered almoſt that number to ſurmount. | 
The lady's character is one of them: | 
the is one of thoſe women To rarely * 
found, 
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found, whoſe genuine virtue is founded | 
both on principle and conſtitution; a vir- 
tue guarded by religion, good *ſenſe, 
and a fort of philoſophical coolneſs, 
which ſometimes tempts me to fear, that 
ſhe is not endued with ſenſibility, that 
greateſt charm of the ſex : and yet the 
expreſſion of her fine eyes, the ſoft 
compaſſion which makes the pearly tear 
trickle from them, whenever they be- 
hold an object of diftreſs, or when ſhe 
liſtens to a tale of woe, convinces me, 
that to love alone ſhe is unfeeling, and 
cool. O be it my fate to warm her 
charming heart, . and to give it the firſt 
ſenſation of that delightful paſſion | 
Adieu! my letters are of an uncon- 
ſcionable length, and yet I fay not a 
word of your affairs. What would you 
have me ſay? you are engaged about 
ſober matrimony : tis a ſubject quite 
jour of n ſphere, I ee however, 

e ee 
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that you will gain the girl, even on 


thefe hard terms, ſince the poſſeſſion of 


her appears ſo very neceſſary to your 


felicity. Adieu, once more. Cupid 
alliſt us bot. 
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Mifs MELMoTH to Miſs PEMBROKXE. 


F MY dear Nancy, judge of my 
feelings on receiving this morn- 
ing the following letter from Sir Wil- 
liam ! Good heavens deliver me from 
the power of an enemy, ſo artful, ſo bent 
on miſchief, as her I have to deal with. 
But I will fly to you, my friends! 
quickly let me fly, leſt a worſe misfor- 


tune overtake me. Read, and my 
meaning will be explained. 
| The Letter. 
1 Sir WILLIAM to Miſs MELMO TH. 
= FP What ſhall I ſay to my lovely, and 
4 { beloved ward, for ſuch a flattering | 


pro of 
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* 
proof as ſhe ha: hoadated * me with of 


| her regard, and the confidence ſhe has 


in what ſhe is pleaſed to call my judg- 
ment and experience. But, my deat 


child, do you not carry that complai- 
ſance too far? I was quite aſtoniſhed, 


when lady Jones told me this morning, 
that fancying from my looks when you 


revealed your approbation of Mr. Cra- 
ven, that I differed from you in opi- 
nion, and that he was not the man of 
my choice as well as yours, you had 
determined to conquer your partiality, 
and to ſubmit to my better judgment: 
nay, ſhe added, that you had gone ſo 


far, as to give him a very cool recep- 


tion after we left you. Does not this, 
my amiable Mariana, appear -a little 
capricious? What can he think of ſuch 
a conduct? Is it mils Melmoth, WhO 
one moment profeſſes ſo favourable an 
opinion of a man, as to think of him in 
the light of a huſband, yet the next, 
vor. I. H with- 
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without his having either faid or done 
any thing to offend her, ſne precipi- 
tately comes to the reſolution of reject- 
ing him? Think better of it, my ſweet 
charge: Mr. Craven, in point of rank 
and fortune, is unexceptionable : theſe 
are indeed, what I would wiſh to have 
leaſt weight with you in an affair of that 
; nature ; * nevertheleſs, | they are not to- 
_ rally to be deſpiſed. His perſon, his 
good breeding and addreſs, are uncom- 
monly prepoſſeſſing; nor, as far as I 
can learn, are his morals (which are 
what I truſt you would be moſt ſolicitous 
about) any way faulty. I will - endea- 
vour to be juſt to his merit: ſelf ought 
in ſuch a caſe. In fine, my dear 
Mariana, edtwinced chat you had car- 
ried your grateful regard for me too 
far, I have taken the liberty to repair 
the damages I had innocently cauſed, 
and to ſet your lover's heart at reft, by 
| xplining AS. far as 1 neceflary, 
the 
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the reaſon. of your conduct. He is now 
all impatience, to pour out the fulneſs 
of his enamour'd heart at your feet. 
Need I ſay, that lady Jones is greatly 
in his intereſt ? your reſpectable father, 
a little inconfiderately, left your fortune, 
on condition, that you marry with her 
approbation: happily ſhe approves your 
choice, though that fortune is too ſmall 
to be any object with thoſe who addreſs 
you: nor is there a man ſo mercenary, 
who could, I ſhould think, ballance a 
moment, whether or not they would take 
_ miſs Melmoth without any fortune at 
all. Adieu! my charming friend; 
may all happineſs attend you, is the ar- 
dent wiſh of your: 


w. Mekvin. 


Think, e how my enemy hits 
entangled me in her ſnare. How ſhall 


1 "gy ? How-undeceive Sir William, 
a"  H2 without 
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without coming to an explanation? 


Heavens ! I would ſooner die. No, 
Jet him never know my weakneſs ; let 
what will betide me, ſpare me at leaft 


a mortification, the very thoughts of 
which overwhelms me with confuſion. 


Ah! Nancy; is it not too viſible, that 
| he never once dreamt of me, in the 
light which my filly heart——O ! how 
I am humbled. But let me tell you, 
what I have done in this perplexing af- 
fair. ] have wrote to Sir William, the 
copy J incloſe for your peruſal; tis but 
a few lines, yet hardly could my trem- 
bling hand render them legible.----You 
will find, that I have made it my ear- 
neſt requeſt, to be permitted ro pay you 


a viſit. He will not, he can have no 


motive to refuſe. I ſhall then again re- 
turn to rural ſcenes of calm felicity ! 1 
hall» again return to that dear man- 


ſion of peace, and contentment, where 


J have taſted ſuch unmixed delight. 


Give 
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Give orders, my Nancy; let my ſmall, 
but elegant bed-chamber be prepared. 
Stand ready in your cool. and- ſpacious 
hall with extended arms, Hark when 
you hear a carriage ! Tis I, tis your 
Mariana ! O let me fly tb receive your 
fond embrace ! inchanting dream of 
bliſs ! how it has ſooth'd- my mind! 
Adieu! ever Lours, 


* 


M. M. 
The Billet incloſed. 
Miſs MzLMoTH to Sir WILLIAM. 


Dear and Honoured Sir, a 
O. U are deceived. I never did, 
I never can think of Mr. Craven 
as a huſband. Attribute not this to in- 
conſtancy, to caprice. Lady Jones is 
my enemy; but J will ſo far be miſtreſs- 
of my own actions, if I muſt not marry: 
without her conſent, fo neither will L 
5 H. 3 marry 
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marry without my own. Her preſence 
here, fir, I muſt take the liberty to ſay, 
renders this once delightful manſion diſ- 
agreeable to me, eſpecially as my amia- 
ble friend and protectreſs, Mrs. Melvin 
is abſent. I therefore intreat your per- 
miſſion to return for a few months to 
Sudley Farm, to which I am warmly 
ſolicited by my aunt and couſins. Do 
me the favour, dear fir, to give im- 
mediate” orders for my journey; and 
add io this favour, by not ſhewing this 
note to my mother-in-law. 1 am, Sir, 
with gratitude, and the utmoſt reſpect, 
your infinitely obliged 


MARIANA MELMOTH, 


L E T- 


„ 


i 


. E TT ER . 
Mr. CRAVvEN to Mr. WaRkREND ER. 


E have formed. That is, my 
confederate in miſchief, lady 


Jones, and I have planned one of the 


moſt joyous plots in nature. The ſweet 


fly by endeavouring to eſcape, has en- 
tangled herſelf the ſtronger 1 in the web. 


She is at this moment preparing for a 
journey to her uncle's. We have con- 


vinced Sir William, who has no ſuſpi- 


cions of her partiality for him, (for ſo 


fine a fellow, and a fellow who has ſeen 
o much of life, I never knew one have f 


ſo little vanity,) we have convinced 
him, I fay, that pretty miſs is only 


playing off a few maidenly airs : I have 


even gone ſo far as to tell him, that 
H 4 none 
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lady Suſan, lady Jones, miſs Melmoth, 
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none knows ſo well as 1 the cauſe of 
her ſeeming caprice ; that I had un- 


offended her: but added with a ſmile, 
that I did not deſpair of obtaining her 
forgiveneſs. So far ſo well. Our next 
point was to gain his conſent, to be 
of the party in her journey ; which we 
have planned, and ſhall execute in ſpite 
of all her remonſtrances.. 


 To-morrow morning we ſet off, viz, 


miſs Jones, my beloved Abigail, Sir 
William, and your humble ſervant. 1 


How my heart flutters at the thoughts 
of what will (if fortune does not play 
me ſome unlucky prank) be the conſe- 
quence ?- Mum: Not a word, my 
good inquiſitive friend, till I am 
crowned with ſucceſs, Adieu! Yours, 
1 . 

L E T- 
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I. E T TT 20 
Mr. WARRENDER. to Mr. CRA VER. 


IVINGSTON is gone, and 
with much importunity has been 
prevailed on to leave his daughter. 
Lady Chriſty, who is good nature it- 
ſelf, made the requeſt in the name of 
us all, but at her brother's defire ; he 
warmly joined her; the other ladies 
were not quite ſo preſſing. She is too 
boyely not to excite ſome ſhare of envy. 

in the breaſt of her couſin; and as to: 
lady Margaret, ſhe wiſhes her gone, 
both on lord W—'s account and mine; 
not willing that ſhe ſhould make any im- 
preſſion on either: for her nephew ſhe 
tas beſpoke a rich. heireſs, and for your 

| Hs. friend, 
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friend, (judging me ſufficiently rich,) 
The kindly projects for me, one af; her 
nieces. 


The girls have (as is the cuſtom here) 
but very little portion, except their 


birth and beauty ; which circumſtance 


* 


induces the good aunt to overlook the 


difference of our faith. Perhaps, in- 
deed, ſhe does not deſpair of convert- 
ing me, both into a huſband and a bon 
Catholic. It muſt be owned, ſhe has 
ſhewn ſome wiſdom in the choice of the 
inſtrument ſhe employs for that pur- 
Poſe ; that is, the ſoft and perſuaſive 


often contrives to engage me in the diſ- 
pute on the ſubject: and certainly the 
dear girl has more to ſay in defence of 
her extravagant faith, than any of that 
ſet I have met with. She has read 
much, not only of hiftory, but allo 


"dy z @ dy: little ſuited to the 
taſte 


eloquence of my jeſſy, with whom ſhe 


pr 


taſte of women in general. Some of our 
beſt poets too are highly in favour with 
her; but ſne never could beſtow the leaſt 
attention on novels and romances : ſo- 


much tbe worſe for me, ſince to the 


want of a reliſh for them, I have reaſon - 
to attribute her prudence, her cool philo- 
ſophy. She has beſtowed ſo much pains 
in cultivating her reaſon, that it has to- 
ally reſtrained the progreſs of her ima- 
gination, and prevents thoſe romanticle- 
flights of fancy, which are'fo favoura - 
ble to a lover. She ſees things as they 
really are; and J can as little perſuade 
ker that ſhe is an angel, as that I am a 
hero of romance. This girl, George, 
will be a rational companion, when ca- 
pricious love, violent but Mort-Iived, 
has taken its flight. Adieu! I long to 
_ an een of 1 laſt. KL 
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Miſs Li vixcsrow, to Madam Dr 
Br AUMex r, at Paris. 


O, my eſtimable friend, I do not. 
forget you, Gratitude has too 
rongly engraved on my heart: the 
image of her who has loaded me with 
obligations, never to be effaced. Lou 
did me Juſtice, in believing that I cer- 
tainly had wrote, but that my letters 
had miſcarried: that they miſcarried, is 
owing to my having intruſted them to 
private hands. My firſt packet is tra- 
velling about with captain Stuart, who, 
I find, has not yet left England: the 
other, 1 preſume, is in the like ſituation, 
under the protection of Mr. F raſer. 
a | 


. E 
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Thus having vindicated myſelf from the. 


appearance of neglect and ingratitude, I. 


may proceed to give my dear Mrs. 
Beaumont ſome account of my preſent. 
ſituation. 


You knew my couſtn, lord W 


at Paris? I am now at his caſtle in the 
North, and have been here ever ſince: 
my arrival in. Scotland. Apropos, of. 


Scotland I. have the pleaſure to in- 


form you, that I was very agreeably 
diſappointed ; it had been repreſented. 
to me as a perfect deſert, and the man - 
ners of the people, in this part of it, as 
that of ſavages, if compared with the. 


fantaſtical foppery of Frenchmen [Par- 
don me]. Indeed they. may be juſtly 


deemed a little deficient in the etiquette. 


of good breeding, . but to me their na- 


tive unceremanious politeneſs, which. 
flows from the heart, is a thouſand 
times more engaging. I muſt ſay, bows. 


ever, 
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ing the advantage of ſeeing foreign 
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ever, that J am in general better pleaſed 
with the behaviour of the beaux, than 
the belles of this part of the world: | 
former are manly, ſenſible, and often 
lively, particularly if they have tra- 
veled, and by that means conquer'd 
their native baſbfulneſs ; then they, more 
frequently than the Engliſh, I think, 
bring home that proper degree of eaſe, 


and clown, which conſtitutes the Fine: 
Gentleman. But for the ladies; not hav- 


manners, they are too inattentive to 
the refining their own ; they are not ſo 
delicately feminine as I could with. 
Their frankneſs borders upon effrontery, 
their vivacity on a ſort of hoydening 
rompiſhneſs ; from nature they receive 
good underſtanding, but they do not 
take much pains to cultivate it. They 


and have, I think, in general, more 
8993 | har ſh 
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harſh rough voices, than the females of 
the ſouth : their muſic is much to my 
taſte ; the ſoft airs are truly plaintive, 


and the lively ones no leſs chearful: yet 
though they compoſe well, and have 
ſeveral maſterly perſormers, they have 
very few good fingers : perhaps it may 
be owing to their beginning in a very 


high key, and exerting the voice to the 


utmoſt pitch. My couſins, for exam- 
ple, the ladies Violet and Chriſty, make 
the houſe reſound from morning to 
night, with ſome joyous ballad or other, 
which they chant forth with all their 


might. They are remarkably good- 


natured, free and eaſy in their man- 
ner; and yet, though this takes off all 
reſtraint, I own I never found myſelf ſo 
much at a loſs for converſation as in their 
company. They laugh at ſentiment, 


or rather know not the meaning of the 


word; have an averſion to work, and 
are fill leſs fond of reading. Dancing, 
„ ſinging, 
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ſinging, long and fatiguing walks for 
hours, employ them at-mid-day:: but 
] have neither ſtrength of. conſtitution, . 


nor ſpirits: to. follow their lead; ſo that. 
much oftener-find myſelf in company 
of the gentlemen than the ladies of our 
party. Theſe young ladies are firſt-rate. 


toaſts in this part of the country. Violet 


reſembles her brother; like him ſhe has. 
large, very light, and rather. unmean-- 


ing blue eyes; light hair inclined to. 


red, with a high blooming complexion, 
fair but-freckled ; ſo that, except the 
not being pitted with the ſmall-pox, you 
find ſhe- muſt, by this deſcription, be 


* much like his mne 


Chriſty, her younger ſiſter, is tall 


and ſtrong built, has dark eyes and 


hair, and has, in my opinion, both a 


hbandſomer and more expreſſive counte- 


nance than lady Violet: but if they 
had not half ſo many charms, they 
would 
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would nevertheleſs be ranked in the num- 
ber of beauties, becauſe birth here can. 
each defet ſupply. Servile homage 1s 
here paid to that accidental diſtinction. 
The men are much more ambitious 
than either amorous or mercenary : to 
match into a good family is their prin- 
cipal care, no matter whether the lady 
be handſome or ugly. You find, my dear 
madam, that I ſpeak with great free- 
dom of my country. I was indeed born 
here, but I left it too young to have 
imbibed any prejudice either for or a- 
gainſt it. My father, worthy man, 
has enough for both; he is a perfect en- 
thuſiaſt in that reſpect, and, I really be- 
lieve, hardly thinks there is either ho- 
neſty or loyalty to be found. in any other 
place. In this, lady Margaret, lord, 
W—'s aunt, and he exactly agre. 


This lady is a ſpinſter of about fiſty; 
tall and. maſculine in her manner, and 


— 
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no leſs ſo in her converſation. Farming 
and politicks are her favourite ſubjects: 
ſhe is an excellent manager; has a good 
: natural underſtanding, which. the has 
cultivated by ſtudy ing the Church Ca- 
techiſm, Allan Ramſy, and the Gazette: 
the reſt of her leiſure hours are ſpent at 
the wheel. If I had not already ſwelled 
my epiſtle, I would have taken the li- 
| berty to have introduced to you a very 
| handſome, and accompliſhed beau, the 
honourable Orlando Warrender, ſecond 
ſon to the earl of Brandon, perhaps you 
= may remember to have ſeen him at 
Paris: :?tis certain, if you ever ſaw 
him, be is not an object to be ſoon for- 
got, ſince he is one of the. moſt ele- 
gantly ſtriking figures in the world: 
every. body muſt acknowledge, that his 
face and perſon are faultleſs ;' as to his 
mind, tis not fo eaſy to form a judg- 
ment : he appears lively and enter- 
prizing; yet can on occafion reaſon. 
C11 : with 
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with all the coolneſs of a philoſopher. 


I know nothing of his morals; but in his 


converſation, though ſpirited, he never 
tranſgreſſes the ſtricteſt rules of polite- 
neſs and decorum. Pity ſo amiable a 


man ſhould be a heretick ; pity indeed, 
that any one thould be ſo, May heaven. 


campatligggte invingible ignorance, 


Adieu my beloved friend. 1 5 am 


yours moſt ſincerely, 


Jezy Livi NGSTON, 
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Mr. WARREN DER to Mr. Craven. 


O explanation of your laſt yet ar- 
rived. I have all this time, to no 


purpoſe, been keeping myſelf prepared 


to congratulate you on the ſucceſs of 


your project. What the duce are you 
about? you take as much time and 
trouble to gain (no great gain) yourſelf 
2 wife, as I do to purchaſe a miſtreſs ; 
and that without balfmy obſtacles, which. 
ſeem daily to multiply, fo that I hardly. 
know which to begin with. Again, 


you cry, Why what have you been 
doing all this while? As much, take 


my word, friend, as any one could have 
done in the time, confidering the perſon 


I have to deal with: conſider, George, 
ſhe is none of your modiſh belles, who, 


like: 
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like too ripe fruit, are ready to drop into 
one's mouth. _ 15 


The fruit that will fall without ſhaking 


Is ten times too mellow for me. 


1 forgot the fine ſimily which a fa- 
yourite poet makes uſe of to illuſtrate 
his fair- one's chaſtity ; but I know that 
it may, without hyperbole, be applied 
to my Jefly : yet ſo far have I thawed 
her icy heart, that ſhe now fluſhes at 
my approach, and involuntarily adopts 
my ſentiments and phraſes : nay I have 
now and then obſerved her to ftifle'a 
half-breathed figh, when her lovely 
eyes have met mine. She ſings my 
favourite ſongs too, and is never ſo live- 
ly in the dance, as when Orlando has 
the honour of her hand. When we 
ramble in the woods, ſhe inſenſibly 
quits the arm of her female companion, 
and finds herſelf at my fide. She ſhuns 
lord 
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BIA W. Möbef as he foes 
me. I believe, however, the dear 
girl knows not yet the cauſe herſelf 
that tempts her to pay me thoſe lit- 
tle diſtin ions, For my part, I am 
ſo much of honeſt Triſtram's opinion, 
in regard to making love, that I have 


never once ventured to breathe my paſ- 


fon ; nor ſhall I, till I ſee ſuch an ex- | 


_-planation is wiſhed for: till then it 


would only alarm, and put her on her 
guard. No, I take a much more likely 
method to ſucceed': I do not talk, but 


act. I ftudy to render myſelf agreea- 


ble, to gain her eſteem, to pleaſe by my 
reſpectful aſſiduity, which however ap- 
pears natural and unſtudied. A woman 
like her is not to be won by the com- 


mon forms of courtſhip z her ſentiments 


are too delicately refined ; flattery and 


adulation will not paſs : I ſee that by 


W—'s bad fucceſs, who by his beha- 


viour has intirely loft her favour. He 


torments 
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torments her; ; ſne flies to me for re- 
lief from bis importunities. The man 
1s abſolutely fo much ſmitten, that [I 
really believe, he will ere long make 
her ſerious. propoſals. Lady Margaret 


is greatly alarmed on that head ; but 


ſhe has no right to controul bim; 5 248 
now more than ever viſible, that ſhe 
watches for a decent pretext to get rid 


of her lovely gueſt; but as the time 


fixed for her ſtay was a month at leaſt, 
I don't ſee how ſhe can get off, eſpe- 
cially as Jeſſy is to wait till her father 


returns to be her eſcort. Adieu 1 | Ae 


ſends to beg I will take a morning ride 
with him, as he wants to ſhew me 


ſome late improvements which he has 


made in a diftant part of his eſtate. 
I am your's, 


ORLAN DO WARRENDER., 
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Miſs MLMork to Mifs PEMBROkz. 


7 \IS paſt : my gaudy dreams of 
bliſs, my plans of happineſs, 
are "fel for ever. Ah! never, never 
more will your Mariana now return to 
you in peace : Alas! no : her Peace is 
loſt, and not a dawn of hope remains; 
thoſe chearing hopes, which but laft 
Monday gladdened my heart, and made 
the ſmiling face of nature ſtill more 
gay. O why roſe the day fo bright 
a day deſtin'd to a work of fo much 
darknefs. Nancy, my dear kind Nancy, 
in what language ſhall I deſcribe? 'tis 
not to be recalled. Ah! was I not to 
blame? but the ſurpriſe, the dreadful 
\ ſurpriſe |—perhaps it was moſt prudent, 


for every way I was loſt, Is it poſſible 
that 
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that I ſhould ever be reconciled to my 
fate ? Will a few words, however ſa- 
cred, change the feelings of the heart? 
By the ſtrength of my reaſon, by the 
help of maidenly pride, and by ac- 
cuſtoming myſelf to moderate my wiſhes, 
kept a dawning paſſion within bounds, 
and am convinced, that abſence, and a 
few ſtruggles more, would have wholly 
reſtored me to freedom. But will rea- 
ſon, will prudence, will a ſenſe of my 
duty enable me to love, honour and 
obey (the laſt is eaſy) a man, who till 
now I have rather beheld with diſeſteem, 
and a degree of antipathy ? Aſſiſt me, 
heaven! for difficult as the taſk is, I 
row muſt try. Would you believe 
it, my Nancy? can I believe it my- 
ſelf? my heart dies within me at the 
thought. I am married, trepanned into 
a marriage: ſo wild a ſcheme, and yet 
alas ! fo ſucceſsful. But take a conciſe 
narrative of the dreadful affair. 
Wa. I 1 I told, 
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I told you in my laſt, that I had ſolici- 
ted leave to return to my beloved Sudly, 
Sir William yielded to my requeſt, per- 
haps more readily than J could have 
wiſhed, I have fince diſcovered, that 
my enemies had given him a ſtrange 
account of my motives for wiſhing to 
go. How was it poſſible, an ignorant 
country girl like me, ſhould eſcape a 
ſnare fo cunningly laid to entrap me ? 
Never were two heads better / calculated 
to aſſiſt each other, in any iniquitous 
Plot, than that of lady Jones and—Ah 
of whom am I going to ſpeak ſo diſreſ- 
pectfully: Alas! I had forgot. 


bo 


Ann, with joyful difpatch prepared 
every thing for my journey. I neither 
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| expected nor wiſhed for any other com- | 
| panion but her. I cannot expreſs how 
vext I was, when at ſupper my cruel 


ſtep-mother propoſed at leaſt to accom- 4 
pany me to , as ] muſt paſs the 
aight 
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night there; and for chat reaſon the | 
thought it highly improper that I ſhould 
go alone. Sir William was quite of her 
opinion. O then (cry'd lady Suſan) 
let's make a pleaſurable party of it: 
Craven and I will go in his phaeton, 
(1 was glad ſhe had at leaſt diſpoſed. 
of him,) and you four (meaning lady 
Jones, her daughter, Sir William, and 
me) may go in the coach. My worthy 
and reſpectable Mrs. Melvin, obſerve, 
was not then returned from her melan- 
choly viſit to a ſick relation: ah! would 
ſhe had, perhaps I might, by her pru- 
dence and penetration, have eſcaped 
the fatal ſnare. I could not, conſiſtent 
with politeneſs, object to their plan. 
Accordingly we next morning ſet off. 
Ann with my trunks and boxes was to 
go in a hired chaiſe; in which, when 
my companions left me, I was to pro- 
ed the reſt of my journey. 
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We reached the fatal Inn about eight 
in the evening. The day upon the whole 
had paſſed tolerably, though my weak 
heart now and then felt a little painful 
ſenſation; when I look'd forward to 
my approaching ſeparation, from one 
of the moſt amiable of friends and guar- 


dians. We ladies, after tea, went to 


chuſe our bed-chambers. Miſs Jones, 


on her mother's giving her the hint, 


offered to take a ſhare of mine : the 
worthy girl, I am convinced, had no 
view in making this offer, but that 


which the obligingly expreſſed, viz. 


thar ſhe might, as long as poſſible, en- 


joy my company. I received her offer 
with the worſe grace however, becauſe 


it rſt 'came from lady Jones, though 


the only ſaid in a careleſs way, As here 


are no great plenty of good beds, I 
think you two girls had better lye toge- 


ther : a hint at which her unſuſpecting 


good- 
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zood- humoured daughter eagerly caught: 
ſo that IJ had no pretence to get off, nor 
could I well tell at the time, why I 
ſhould 'with it. Ann had ever ſince I 
leſt my Nancy ſupplied her place, nor 
did I like to change. Me returned to 
the parlour; Mr. Craven's behaviour 
to me was artfujly calculated to prepare 
the-reſt of the company for the conclu- 
ſion of his cruel plot. I caught him 
once or twice, when J had repulſed his 
(what he thought tender) aſſiduity, wink 
at Sir William, who in return forced a 
faint ſmile, a ſort of melancholy ſmile 
I now recollect it was: © perhaps 
but theſe hopes now come too late, and 
only ſerve to aggravate my misfortunes. 
Miſs Jones, very ſoon after ſupper, be- 
gan to yawn, and could hardly keep 
her eyes open, Lady Suſan rallied hen 
wich great ſpirit on the occaſion, but 
the other was fo drowſy, that not a 
ipark of ber native vivacity was awake 


— 8 
3 

. — —²Ä————˙* ˙7⏑—.——˙Ü JT W , émVVMꝛ eee — — — — a 1 2 

— 4 - — — 2 * — : — IS, "WES. > 


ä ——ů—ů — - 
aat*, 


SS OT; 


— — —- OO = 
4 = 2 2 — — 
pb - L — 0 
= + we —_ _ »+ at 


— 
*. = — 
o —— —ᷣ—ũ — — — — 2 Er IS tr rn :::: . 
— — es * 2 K ALS 20a 4x - " a & gy 
* 
E — rr rr rr . r " 
— — — — Ae. + — —ů Dots er = 2d cen — e — — 


174 Tnzs MODERN 


to retort it. I now make no doubt, 
Þut ſomething had been given her to 
produce that effect. She made a yaw- 
ning apology, and ſummoning her mo- 


ther's maid, wiſh'd us good night. I. 
would have accompanied her, but the 


reſt of the party ſo ſtrongly oppoſed it, 
that I was in a manner compelled to 
ſtay. We fat up late. There is no 
prevailing on lady Suſan to keep decent 
hours. At laſt, however, candles were 


ordered ; I called for Ann : Lady Jones 


would drag me into lady Suſan's room, 


where they kept me chatting till I was 


half aſleep : ſhe then officiouſly attended 


me to my own, Anncarrying lights. The 


© door was gently opened by her woman: 


Softly, pray ladies, (faid ſhe in a whif- | 
per) my poor young lady is but juſt 


fallen aſleep. Such a dreadful tooth- 


ach I— I'll undreſs your miſtreſs, Ann; 


1 would not for the world, that miſs 


Jones ſhould be waked. On this, Go 
51 N with 
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with me then, (cry'd my artful ſtep⸗ 
mother to Ann,) you may ſupply to me 
the place of Hannah for this night. 
Good reſt to you, my dear. So ſaying, 
the thut the door upon me. I expedi- 
tioully threw off my cloaths, and with- 
out ſpeaking to my new attendant, ſtole 
into bed. Miſs Jones lay with her face 
to the wall, and her head muffled up. 
O gracious heaven, how little did I 
ſuſpe&t !—moſt effectually had they in- 
tangled. me in. their ſnare ! how ſound, 
how peaceful ſlept the unſuſpecting vic- 
tüm: but ah! when, n 
gain fleep in peace. 


In the morning I was ſuddenly awa- 
kened by the found of inſtruments un- 
der my window. F liſtened reſting on 
my elbow, when I diſtinctly heard, 
God bleſs your honour, and your fair 

bride ! may you live long and happy.” 
"_ had hardly ſpoke this,, when. 
L 4 open: 


| 
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a fine trick, Craven, (cry d the former, ) 
he got drunk laſt night, and then told 


the curtain held back with one hand, 
the other extended in an attitude of 
aſtoniſhment. But what, ah! what 


being unmuffled) the impoſition that 


William at that moment, . ſeiz'd hold of 


"fee there, exclaimed ſhe, the wrang- 

ling lovers converted into peaceable 
man and wife, I uttered a loud ſcream 
as ſoon as I a little recovered from an 
" aſtoniſhment and horror that had ſtruck 
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open flew my chamber door, and arm ia 


arm ruſh'd lady Jones, and lady Suſan, 
laughing! your ſervant has play d you 


the whole inn of your private marriage. 
I thought her mad at leaſt. I fat up, 


became of me, when the - pretended 
Miſs jones, affecting to ſtart from 
ſleep, ſat up and diſcoyered (his head 


had been put upon me; diſcovered 
himſelf to be the deteſted Craven ! Sir 


by lady Suſan, look'd in: See there, 


me 
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me ſpeechleſs, and claſping my hands 
ſhriek'd out, No wife, no wife! O 
tuin! miſery !! deſpair ! The laſt word 
died unfiniſned on my faultring tongue, 
and I fell into a ſtrong fit. When they 

had by repeated trials, (for I muſt have 
very long continued inſenſible) reco- 

vered, or rather reſtored me to miſery, 
I found the wretch (Craven I mean, for- 
give me heaven for calling him ſo) up 
and dreſs'd. Sir William hung oyer 
me with a look of tender diſtreſs. 1 
muſt again repeat it, cry'd the former, 
that you lady Jones, knowing my char- 
mer's delicacy was much to blame, to. 
chuſe ſuch a time ſor your congratula- 
tion; eſpecially as my love had made a: 
point of. it. with me to conceal our mar- 
riage, till time, and the preſence of her: 
friends at Sudley, had given her a little 
courage. You know E told you all this: 

I had. ſeveral times attempted, with: 
Ls. _ burftiog/ 


I had not ſtrength, I had not power: 


fea, amongſt my other medicine: but 


herſelf by the bed-ſide, and then they 


left the room. Part of this I ſaw, but 


wards received a more particular ac- 
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burſting indignation, to interrupt him ; 
but my tongue refuſed to do its office, 


God knows whether or no, they had 
given me any thing to produce this ef- 


tis certain, however ſtrange it may 
feem, I felt all my ſenſes benumb'd ; 
and though I could both hear and ſee, 
was actually in a kind of doze, ſuch as 
is produced by laudanum. Being thus 
rendered paſſive, they placed my lan- 
guid and unreſiſting head on the pillow, 
and drawing the curtains, made poor 
Ann, who was drowned in tears, ſeat 


ail, ſaying I ſtood in need of reſt, ſoftly 
faw it without either emotion, or the 
leaſt ſenſe of my fituation ; ſo thorough- 
ly was I ſtupified. From Ann I after- 


count. 
Adieu 
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Adieu. for the preſent, my belo- 
ved Nancy, you ſhall have, ſoon have, 
the reſt. of my melancholy tale. Z 
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Mr. WARRENDER to Mr. CRAVvRN. 


HE improvements that lord Me. 
Aimore has made on his eſtate, 

are abſolutely. aſtoniſhing ; his tenants. 
chearfully promote his plans, becauſe, 
though. he has. raiſed their rents, yet 
has he confined himſelf within the 
bounds of moderation. He allows them. 
to enjoy, in a juſt proportion, hs ſruits 


of their labour. 


The face of this country is ſurpri- 
ſingly changed within theſe few years, 
ſince agriculture has been encouraged. I 
hear every day a diſſertation on the ſub- 
ject of farming; tis one of his lord- 
ſhip's favourite topicks: I am become 

wonderful 
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wonderful knowing in theſe matters: 
even the ladies here enter into the ſpirit. 
of it. Lady Margaret, in particular, 
ſhines in that way. We had yeſterday a 
viſit from Sir Richard Wivile, who is 
making a tour of the Highlands; a tho- 
rough. cockney, who has never before 
been ten miles "diſtant from the metro- 
polis l. He affects to make remarks on 
architecture, - gardening, painting, &c. 
Curious ones they are. Mc. Aimore's 
ſeat attracted his attention, and induced 
him to deſire leave to ſee it. The fa- 
mily received him with that friendly 
hoſpitality, for which the inhabitants of 
this country are juſtly famed : the great 
booby ſtares at every thing, avec de 
grand yeu, and renders himſelf truly 
ridiculous, by a pretention to taſte. We 
were. this morning walking over lord 
M—'s grounds, attended by one of his 
farmers, when our ſpark expreſſed his 
aſtoniſhment, to ſee the fields covered 
| with 
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with ſtones, and attempted to ſay ſome» 
thing witty on the occafion : Yes, (cryd 
the arch farmer, ) we have plenty of 
ſtanes as ye ſay, it. coſt us a great deal. 
of trouble to ſcatter them as you ſee. 
Scatter them, (exclaimed the wiſeacre,) 
| heavens ! do you put them there on pur- 
poſe ? Maſter, (return'd the farmer) 
do ye think they grow. there? tis our: 
Scots manure ;: we put them on our 
ground to keep it warm. Warm! (re- 
ſumed the other) I proteſt I thought they 
had come there by chance: but, to be 
ſure, as you ſay, ſtones do not grow ; I 
might have recollected that. You, 
Craven, will hardly believe, that what 
the farmer ſaid has ſome truth in it. A. 
gentleman in this neighhourhood made 
the experiment; he was at the e pence 
of having his land weeded of the ſtones, 
if I may fo call it; and, after all this 
trouble, his ground produced a worſe 
crop than ever he had known, ogh. 
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it was a remarkably fruitful ſeaſon. The 
caſe was, that his crops were premature, 


and ſprung up before the weather was- 


favourable ; for the harveſt here is later 
than in the ſouth, as you may * 
ſuppoſe. 


What very much delights me, and 
preſents a pleaſing and pictureſque 
proſpect, is to ſee the huſbandman plow- 


ing the ſides of ſteep mountains up, 
which I ſhould ſcarce be able to climb, 


even with the greateſt circumſpeQtion ;.- 
yet theſe fellows whiſtle away, and 
trudge along with as much compoſure, 
as if they had no neck to break : their. 
horſes too, climb like goats; they ſeem 
formed by nature on purpofe for the 
country where they are bred. I have 
very little uſe for thoſe i brought with 
me from England. 


Adieu 1 
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Adieu ! We are going to ſhew 
Wivile. a moſt beautiful caſcade at 
abour two miles diſtance. The la- 
dies are to be of our party ; their 


pads are at the gate. Jefly looks up 


at my window. Lovely nymph! doſt 
thou wait for the aſſiſtance of thy Or- 
lando ? I come, I fly: the dear girl is 
handſome as an angel, in her riding- 
dreſs. Chriſty too ! ah | ſhe wants na 
Eelp : you are diſtanced. Wivile ; ſee 


ſhe vaults into her ſeat. - 


Your's, 


OrLAnDo WARREN DER; 
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Melvin-Abbey. 
17 N CE more I reſume my melan- 
choly tale ! In that ſtate of do- 
ing inſenſibility, I continued half the 
day; during which Craven, and his 
vile aſſociate, often ſeemed to glide 
acroſs the room. I find they were actu- 
ally often in and out : the former paid 
thoſe viſits, that he might carry on the- 
farce of a fond bridegroom : Ah ! they 
had ſufficient leiſure to eſtabliſh the wg 
Ks of tall artful ee 


* laſt 15 came to e the doſe 
ceaſed to operate, its ſtrength being ex- 


hauſted : I raiſed my head, look'd 
| | down: 
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down and faintly figh'd, © is it you 
Ann ?” The affectionate girl roſe and 
knelt by the bed-fide, putting my hand 
to her lips: O madam, (cry'd ſhe) what 
is the meaning of all this? I know not, 
my good creature, (return'd I) but I 
have had moſt frightful dreams. Alas! 


I fear tis more than a dream, (reſumed 


ſhe) but is it poſſible you ſhould really 
de married to Mr. Craven, madam * 
No, Ann, (cry'd I with fervour) I call 
| heaven and earth to witneſs, that I am 
Hot. Well then, madam, (faid the) there 
never to be ſure was ſuch a deep-lay 'd 
Plot. His ſervants declared before 
twenty people lat night i in the kitchen, 
that you were married one day laſt 
week by a ſpecial licence; and that he 


was preſent as a witneſs: and then, his. 
maſter being found where he was found 


this . — 


The 
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The girl bluſhed, pauſed, then went 
on; Aſter ſuch a ſcene, ſo publick, O 
my beloved young lady ! what can you 
do but marry him? he has too artfully 
entangled you in his toils, to leave you 
a poſſibility of an eſcape. 

And do you think that I will ever con- 
ſent to be acceſſary to ſo deteſtable a 
plot? Do you think I will ever conſent 


to be his? (interrupted J, paſſionately). 


Ann ſhook her head. O! my dear 
madam, on a little cool reflection your 
_ uſual prudence will get the better of your 
juſt reſentment : for, according to my 
weak judgment, I ſee not what you can 
do after ſuch a fatal adventure, but ſuf- 
fer people to continue in their error; and, 
to be ſure, though Mr. Craven was not 
the man of your choice, he is every 
way 


Is 
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Is it from you, Ann, (again inter- 
rupted I) that I am to hear all this? 
are you too leagued with my enemy? 
She burſt into tears. I would die firſt, 
(cry'd ſhe mournſully) but the wound it 


will give to your hitherto unſullied repu- 


tation---She ſtopp'd, for at that mo- 
ment Sir William entered the room. 


He is my ſweet Ward? (cry'd he, 


approaching the bed) I thought to have 


found Mr. Craven here. As he has, I 
find, paſſed moſt of the day with you, 


J hope he has calm'd your mind, and 


talk'd you out of your too timorous deli- 
cacy. O fir, cry'd I, claſping my 
hands and burſting into tears, how ſhall 
I undeceive you? how prevail on you 
to give credit to my fingle teſtimony 
againſt ſo many who. will obſtivately 
contradict it. Eb TE 


Thad 
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I had hardly finiſhed this ſentence, 
ere Mr. Craven, who I ſuppoſe kept 
ON the watch, made his appearance. 
Sir, Mr. Craven, (went [ on) ] aik you, 
and I call upon you as a man of honour 
to anſwer me truly. I will check my 
juſt reſentment. Say, (repeated D, an- 
ſwer me; am I your wife ? Can my 
Mariana aſk ſuch a queſtion after what 
1s paſſed ? (cry'd he) would ſhe not with | 
to be thought my wiſe, even if ſhe were 
not? But what, my life (added he, at- 
tempting to take 'my hand) can induce 
you to continue your ſtrange caprice ? 
I ſhook my head, Ah! hardened and 
unbluſhing !---But I will not call names, 
(continued I, checking my rage) : re- 
member however, that I will, while ! 
have breath, declare that I neither am, 


or ever will be yours. 


This 


| 
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This is aſtoniſhing! (cry'd fir 
William : will you, Mr. Craven, give 
me leave to ſpeak to her without wit- 
nefles? I never knew miſs Melmoth 
guilty of caprice, and on fuch an occa- 
fion in particular, it would be ſo chil- 
diſh, ſo inconſiſtent with her prudence 
and good ſenſe, that I own my mind is 
not free from uneaſy doubts, and ſuſpi- 


cCions. 


Think as you pleaſe, Sir William, 
interrupted Mr. Craven with a fierce 
air: your known partiality for the lady 
may biaſs your judgment; but I think, 
if you was her true friend, whatever 
doubts you might privately entertain, 
yet after having been witneſs to the very 
familiar manner in which we were 
caught this morning, I ſhould think 
your chief care would be to prevent 


others from entertaining any. I am 


not 
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not one, fir, who am; neceſſitated to plot 
for a wife: both by birth and fortune, 
the world will, I fancy, deem me at 
leaſt equal to miſs Melmoth, though I 


think her merit, and beauty above all 


price : but, in two words, I can prove 
the marriage, can produce the witneſſes. 
Lady Jones for one was preſent. 


I raiſed my hands and eyes in aſto- 
niſhment ; Good heavens ! thought I, 
tis impoſſible! for me to contend with 
people who will ſtick at no falſhood to 
carry on their project, and I ſhall at 
laſt be compelled to yield. Ah! then, 


in prudence let me beware, leſt I too 
much exaſperate a man, who may one 


day have it in his power to take ample 
vengeance. 


This reflection intimidated me. I re- 
ſolved. to proceed no farther in vindi- 
cating the truth, without the advice of 

my 
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my friends, of Mig Melvin in parti- 


1s it poſſible! will my Nancy ex- 
claim, could you even for a moment, 
entertain a thought of ſuffering your ene- 
mies to triumph? of being the wife of 
a man capable of ſuch deteſtable falſe- 
hoods: falſehoods of all others the mean- 
eſt vice? | 


Alas! my ſweet friend, you do not 
conſider to what a ſituation I was redu- 
ced: expoſed i in the moſt ſhocking man- 


ner; publickly expoſed at an inn; of 


two evils, that of being thought married 


was certainly the leaſt: for ah! ſhould 
Jevermore, innocent as 1 Was, be able 
to hold up my head, after ſuch a fatal 
adventure ? a few of thoſe who know me 
thoroughly might indeed credit my 
ſtory, and acquit : but would the world 
in general, ever prone to OG be- 

lieve 
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keve ſo wild, ſo, to appearance, impro- 
bable a ſtory, as that any man ſhould 
fall on ſuch A patios to got a wife. 


The more I reatiiged;; the more pru- 
dence call'd upon me to exert my pa- 
tience, my fortitude, and quietly to re- 
ſign myſelf to my fate. I could not at 
any rate hope for happineſs ; my heart 
was not form'd to have its wiſhes grati- 


fied : why ſtruggle againſt heaven's wiſe 
though unſcrutable decrees ?!' I begg'd 
that Sir William would immediately give 
orders for my return to the Abbey, as I 
wiſh'd to confult with his fiſter what 


was fit for me to do. I added, that I 


choſe to go in the chaiſe with Anne, with 
whom ] could moſt at my eaſe indulge 


my melancholy reflections. 

We accordingly all ſet out, and reach'd 
that once to me delightful abode the 
ſame night. Fortunately Mrs. Melvin 
* Vol. J. K Was 
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ambiguity, led me into a miſtake as to 
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was come W but bei Aibigued 
with her journey was gone to reſt : this 
determined me to ſeek the ſame repoſe, 
accompanied by Anne. The vile Cra- 
ven objected to this, pretending to 
claim his right; but on lady Jones's in- 
terpoſing, he affected to make a merit 

of yielding to my will. 


** may believe enjoyed but little 
reſt : ah! no, I never once cloſed my 
eyes; fo that, half feverith, I roſe at 
day-break, and went into the garden ; 
to my ſurpriſe 1 there met Sir William. 


As he advanced to meet me, I took a 
ſudden reſolution to unfold to him all 
tze artifices that had been uſed from the 
fuſt of my being ſent for to hear the 


propoſals he had to make to me from. 
Mr. Craven. I had even determined to 
tell him, that they had by their wilful 


the 


the perſon, which cauſed my _— 
approbation of the Paro addreſſes, 


All this I had cooived, the Nen 
of the caſe having vanquiſhed my deli- 
cate ſcruples : ſo that, after our firſt ſalu- 
tation was over, I led to a feat, ſay ing, 
I had ſomething of importance to com- 
municate, and therefore was defirous to 
ſeize the preſent favourable opportunity. 
He made no anſwer, but bowing, took 
my hand and led me to an alcove ; there 
he placed himſelf by me, his fine com- 
paſſionate eyes fixed on my face, my 
hand ſtill claſp'd between both his, he 
in an attitude of obliging attention, I all 


bluſhing, agitated, and ſo confuſed that 
I had not power to Articulate a ſyilable. 


What a filly figure muſt I have made? 
I doubt not but he muſt have gueſſed the 
cauſe of my emotions : alas ! perhaps it 
had been better for us both, had he 
fooner diſcovered! the ſecret ; now it was 
doo, too late, 2 . While 


\ 


* 
. 
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a pong ——— 2. DO ar ho roy wo be + 
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While your poor friend + heſitated, 
| Naminered, and almoſt gaſped for breath, 
nat knowing what to ſay firſt, Craven 
ſuddenly made his appearance: be 
look'd in, he ſtarted, and ſtepping two 
paces back, Now (cry'd.he, in a rage) 
the myſtery is fully explained ; this is 
what I have been told, but what my 
weak intoxicated heart reſuſed to believe. 
Sir William, (cantinued he) you have 
injured me in the tendereſt point vou 


. encouta ged my addreſſes to that falſe one, 


and ſhe, n no leſs artful, drew me into a 
Private marriage: I as a convenient 
cloak was choſen as a huſband, while 
you continued, her happy gallant. You 


Cannot ſuppoſe, (added he) that I will 


calmly put up with ſuch inſults. No, 1 
inſtantly demand ſatisfaction. Here are 
two ſwords, which, having received ia- 
timation of your aſſignation, I brought 
with me. Take one, ſir, my injured 


hapour will not brook ae 


O! (ery'd 
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O! (cryd 1 terrified to death, and 
throwing myſelf at his feet,) let me be 
the victim of your revenge, fince we 
are equally innocent: ſpare his precious 
life, for the good of ſuciety ſpare it, 
and take mine, which | is worthleſs both 
to myſelf and others; a life of which I 
am wear. 


Sir William kaſten'd to mile me. = 
pearances, madam, might juſtify in 
ſome meaſure, thoſe ſuſpicions which 
have been infuſed into Mr, Craven's 
mind. I am not ſo very a drawoapfis, 
as to fight merely for the ſake of fight- 
ing; but no one ſhall inſult me with-j im- 
punity: both your conduct, and that 
of Mr. Craven, has through this whole 
affair been ſo extremely neren that 
Tknow not what to think, 3s 
, But I do full well know, doth what, to 
think, and how to act, haſtily inter- 
Tupted. the other. Chuſe your weapon, 


* e 


— ———Z— . — — — 
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—— 
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fir, I once more repeat, for attic 
but your blood can waſh out the ſtain 
you have caſt on my honour. 


Sir William took the fatal inſtrument 
of deſtruction; they put themſelves in 


a poſture to engage. I claſped my 
hands half frantick, and ſcreamed for 


help with all my force. No one heard | 
quick as lightning the ſwords were un- 


ſheathed, and pointed at each other's 


breaſt, I ruſhed between; ſtop, ſtop, 
(ery'd I wildly) let me be the victim. 


O hold, favage and ungenerous Craven; 
you know that Sir William has never in- 
jored you: flop, if it will ſatisfy your 


cruelty, I conſent to be what you have 
falſely ſaid I already am. I confent to 
'be your wretcked wite. 8 


Not if you are not fo, ſhall you ever 
be terrified into an union to which I 


have reaſon to believe you fo averſe (ex- 
claimed the generous Sir 1 This 
18 
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is too much, (interrupted the furious and 
incenſed Craven ;) Does her fate then ſo 
wholly depend on your will and plea- 
ſure? No more trifling then, (conti- 
nued he) her mediation, the danger to 
which ſhe expoſes herſelf, fhall not pre- 


ſerve you from my juſt vengeance. So 


ſaying, he made a furious paſs ; and, 
though I continued between them, 
wounded him over my head, in the 
ſhoulder, from which the blood guſhed 


out in a ſream. 


Tertify'd ! f diſiracted at his 113 5 
I, hardly knowing what ] faid, ſhriek's 


out, I am your wife, Craven | any 
thing; O! top, top. 


If he is really your huſband, Mariana, 
(cry'd Sir William, always cool, and 
always maſter of himſelf) if you are his 
wife, you have been exceedingly to 


K 4 blame, 
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1 a I cannot wonder at Mr. 
Craven 5 . 8 


0 ar, ne I weeping) think 
of me as you. pleaſe, only deſiſt from 
your fatal purpoſe, rc. Craven _ 
hear reaſon. 


He threw away his ſword. I love 
you to madneſs, (exclaimed he) you too 


well know your power; let what is 


paſſed be buried in oblivion. You have 


at length, confeſſed the truth: perhaps 


I did wrong to break the oath you ex- 


torted from me, that, for one month at 


leaſt, our marriage ſhould: remain a ſe- 


cret; but I ſaw-not the neceſſity for 


that concealment. Why then did you, 
by your obſtin2cy, fo cruelly and ſo 
Jong puniſh me for its breach. Sir 


William, (continued he, turning to 
. "him, and offering his hand) I may per- 
ae have n you 1 unjuſt ſuſpi · 


cions ry 
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cions, but Mariana's ſtrange conduct: 
almoſt drove me to madneſs, and exci- 
ted a thouſand fears. She now is brought 
to hear reaſon : ſhe acknowledges her- 


ſelf my wife; let me alſo be ere 


with the return of yu ner cot p * 


1 while 5 d e 


ger 'd to a ſeat, and claſping my hands, 
figh'd out, His Wife: ' and fell backs. 


ſenſeleſs. In that condition. I was eon 


veyed to the houſe; Sir William's 
wound was bound up by Craven; and: 
privately examined by a ſurgeon, Who 
declared it to be too flight to exite. 
che leaſt EY of POE Su, 


When 1 W ani PROP copſels; 
in my apartment, I inftantly ſent Anne, 
to deſire Mrs. Melvin would come te- 
She came, and aftes indulging a: 
violent, burſt of tears, which a little · re- 


lieved me, I related every particular af r ; 


K 5 my 
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my unhappy adventure, without even 
omitting my partiality for Sir William, 
which had led me into fo fatal an er- 


When I had finiſhed my tale of woe, 
J aſked her advice in what manner ſhe 
judged it proper for me to act? Aſter 
what has paſſed, (returned ſhe) after 
having acknowledged Mr. Craven for 


your huſband, after its having been ſo 


publickly reported that you are his wife, 
T ſee not what you can do but become 
10 in earneſt; for, if you do not, your 


2 character will be irretriveably loſt : and 
though be has taken moſt firange, moſt 


unjuſtifiable methods to accompliſh his 
wiſhes, yet will we not be fo uncharita- 
ble as to judge of his general conduct by 
that part of it, when he was under the 


Influence of a mad ungovernable paſ- 


ton. . 
. 


. ] never, 
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I never, though I have enquired on 
diſcovering his partiality for you, heard 
any thing more exceptionable of his. 
morals, than one muſt expect to hear of 
every young man of faſhion, now in- 
this age of luxury and diſſipation. Then. 
he is a remarkably perſonable man, a 
circumſtance that generally has but too- 
much weight with girls of your age. 
And as to his family and fortune, they 
are both above your hopes. In ſhort, 
my dear child, (added ſhe, kiſſing a. 
tear off my cheek) there appears to me 
to be no other remedy than what I have 
preſcribed. Exert your uſual meek for- 
titude on this occafion ; few are ſo for- 
wnate as to be wedded to the man of 
their choice, (ſhe figh'd deeply on ſay- 
ing this) by a prudent and virtuous con- 
duct, you will ſecure the continuance of 
Mr. Craven's affection; and his love 
will in time create in you a mutual re- 


gard. 
Adieu! 


N 
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Adieu! my dear Nancy, I am ſo 
_ . Ktigued both in body and mind, that, 
the pen is ready to drop from my fin- 
gers. In every change, under. every. 
affliction, I am unchangea bl 

© I h Your's, 


MaRIANA. 


* 


Alas b I know not what ſir name to 


* 


L E T- 
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In Continuation. . 


HE poſt is going out. You will. 
be impatient to know the con- 
cluſion of my ſad hiſtory. Weak as I 
am, I will therefore add a few lines. 
Next morning, at Mrs. Melvin's 
requeſt, after:ſhe had had a private con- 
ference with Mr. Craven, I at fix 
o'clock ſet off, attendend by her and 
my maid, to the church; where we 
met Mr. Craven, who waited with the 
clergy man to perform the ceremony. 


1 was more than half dead the whole 
time. Mrs. Melvin whiſper'd me, Re- 
collect yourſelf, Mariana; tis paſſed: 
ſubmit with a good grace to your fate. 

| You 


* 
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You have entered into an engagement 
of all others the moſt ſacred : remember 
he is your huſband. I fighd, wept, 
and liſten'd in ſilence. ++ 


To-morrow we are to ſet off for 


Craven-Hall. Iam ill. I ſhall never 


be myſelf again. Nancy, my dear 
Nancy, will you not come and comfort 
me, if my beloved aunt can ſpare you ? 
Adieu! adieu. 1 muſt ſeck repoſe. 


'£ Sic k, Very ſick. 


Your's 5 


M. c. 


* 


: een. 


FINE GENTLEMA N. 207 


L. K TT T EK IEAM 
Mr. WARRENDER to Mr. CRAVEN. 


OUR's was indeed a bold ſtroke 
1 for a wife, George. So you have 
her at laſt ſecure. I wonder you thought it 
worth your while to take ſo much pains. 
But, remarkable for obſtinacy and ſtra- 
tagems, you ever had a 'plotting. head, 
and liked no adventure that gave you not 
an opportunity todiſplay your genius for 
enterprize. By the bye, I am not quite 
clear but that I muſt myſelf have re- 
courſe to ſome ſuch ſcheme as your's: 
thoſe ſhy virtuous girls put us honeſt fel» 
lows confoundedly out of our play. 


Jeſſy has not one of thoſe convenient 
tender hearts, that is ſet on fire by 
5 every 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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every ſpark. But, as all extremes bor 
der one on another, I hope her extreme 
indiflerence will only yield in. my . 
your; and be followed by extreme ſenſi- 
bility. Never beſore did 1 feel my 
heart ſo deeply intereſted. in any af 
fair of this nature. I had no turn like 
you to knight-errantry : But for my 


Jeſſy,. I could now ſtorm caſtles, ſwim 


rivers, climb rope-ladders, or do any 
other fooliſh thing that love and oppoſi- 
tion prompt us to. I ſwear to- you, ſo 
much am I puzzled how to proceed, that. 


am tempted to have recourſe to the old 


ſtale device of a private marriage. In 
this caſe I could offer the fair- one a thou- 
ſand good reaſons why: it is not in my. 
Power to divulge it: ſuch-as, the dif- 


ference of our faith, the obſtinacy of 


her father, the Pride of mine, and ſo 
forih. 


20 
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Now if I could but prevail on her to 
take a good hearty oath, (a terrible 
| bug-bear to a girl of her tender con- 
ſcience) if I could but get her to ſwear 
ſoundly never to reveal our marriage, 
without my apprebation and. confent ; 
why I ſhould not have the leaſt ſcruple 
to oblige her with a few vows and pro- 
miſes in return; becauſe, you know, 
it might never chance to ſuit my con- 
veniency to make it publick; and if 
by our then honeſt endeavours, we. 
ſhould be bleſs d with a pledge of our 
pure love, and the mother ſhoutd' get 
the better of her ſcruples; i, T ſay; a 
ſon and heir ſhould tempt her to violate 
her facred engagement to his honeſt fa- 
ther; then have I a juft Pretence to 
quartel with hex. © AS thus : 3 Py 


- S 
: : * : k, 
i 1 » * . My my : & > > 4 R 448% I 


Tis well: dil A 1 be how much 


rn 


* are to be depended on; if in on, 
point, a point like this, you could for- 


210 Tus MODERN 

feit your honour, your vows, I have no 
reaſon to place any dependance on you 
in other reſpects. You have juſtly for- 
feited my eſteem ; from henceforth our 
union ceaſes: I bid you an eternal adieu! 
Prove your marriage if you can; had 
you left the diſcloſure of it to my gene- 
roſity, to the time when I judged it con- 
venient, you would have ſaved yourſelf 
all trouble in the affair; now I fancy it 
may chance to coſt you ſome. 


In this manner, George, would J 
with cool indifference, leave her to make 
the moſt of a bad bargain: for obſerve, 

if I ſhould be compelled to play the fool, 

I ſhall take care to have witneſſes of my 


own chuling ; a prieſt too with a ſhort 
memory, and perhaps a_ ſhort life : ſo 
that I ſhall not run any great riſque of 
being publickly inliſted amongſt the 
horned cattle, 


But 
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But what means this ſomething like 
remorſe? Who is it that J am plotting 
thus to enſnare? Jeſſy Livingſton? that 
amiable, that now happy and unſpotted 
maid ! a maid ſo virtuous, that I do 
not believe ſhe would be able to ſurvive 
the loſs of honour. Pſha ! how will the 

know that ſhe has loſt it? give the fame 

action a different name, and filly ſouls 
reſt ſatisfied, as if it's name could change 
it's nature. So my charmer, believing 
that ſhe is committing matrimony, will 
ſet about it with the moſt notable, the ' 
beft grace in the world ; though ſhe 
would die rather than commit ſimple 
fornication, O prejudice } prejudice ! 
how ftrong is thy force upon weak 
minds |! 


— 


Once more J have ſet my conſcience 
at reſt; and now I muſt prepare for 
ſome daring enterprize ; there is no 
ume to be laſt, Old Livingfton is ex- 

pected 
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pected on Monday. Lord W— has 


made me the confidant of his paſſion, 


and has abſolutely made up his mind to 
aſk the father's confent in form. So 


much the better. I know the girl has 
now a fixed antipathy to his lordſhip : 


they will drive her to extremity ; and 


then, (glorious thought !) ſhe will fly 


for ſhelter into the extended arms of 


your friend; Yu N nnn 


12 


ORLANDO n 
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Mig Liv L[NGSTON, to Mik SANDY 'S, 
at Paris. ES 


FILL you never return to Eng- 
land, my dear Terreſa? Will 

your mamma never be convinced, that 
your faith cannot be ſhaken ? argu- 
ments, perſuaſion, even your love for 
that worthy parent, have failed to move. 
Ah! my ſweet heretick, you are too, 
too ſtrongly attached to your errors, to 
leave her any room to hope: Why then 
will the ſtill detain you abroad? Why 
refuſe herſelf the ſociety of ſuch a 
daughter, fo every way amiable and ac- 
complithed ? and why is her. charity ſo 
much confin'd ? for my part, I cannot 
but wiſh, nay I am even tempted to be- 
_ lieve, 
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fieve, (contrary as it is to the doctrine! 


have been taught) that there are good 
people of all perſuaſions 


Is not my Terreſa good? is ſhe not 


pious, virtuous and benevolent ? are 


not many proteſtants ſo ? I have for ſome 


time paſt converſed with one. Ah! my 
dear girl, how dangerous is the ſophi- 
ſtry of a ſenſible man, eſpecially when 
that man 13 as handſome as ſenſible ? 
To my Terreſa alone, can I freely un- 
fold the ſecrets of my heart, but to her 
only dare I reveal its weakneſs; how 


ſtrangely am I altered! how difficult a 


leſſon is it to know one's ſelf ! how! 
uſed to boaſt of my happy indifference ! 
what now is become of it? I thought 


myſelf poſſeſſed of ſome diſcretion, of | 


tome maidenly pride; ah! if you knew 
all my folly ! I was too confident of my 


own firength, but I am ſeverely pu- 


niſhed : J cannot yet tell when or how 
} | the 


at. __— 9 8 ** 2 
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the pleaſing pain ſtole on me. I have 
ſeen and cenverſed with a hundred amia- 
ble men, without experiencing the ſlight» 
eſt emotion; men too, who exerted their 
every art to pleaſe me, without ſucceſs. 
Naw 'tis. my turn, and as fruitleſs”. are 
my endeavours; an every way hope- 
leſs paſſion has for ever robb'd me of 
my peace; let them no longer ſay that 
love cannot exiſt without hope ; I have 
not a ſhadow of hope, and yet, alas ! 1 


love; yes, I can no Fg TE: my- 
ſelf. 


I knew not the nature of my malady, 
till it was too deeply rooted to admit a 
cure: even deſpair cannot effect it. The 
image of Orlando Warrender will never 
be effaced from my heart, that moſt 
lovely, moſt engaging of men : enga- 
ging ! ſpite of his cold indifſerence: 
common civility from him is more at- 
tractive, more deſirable, than the ado- 


ration 
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ration of all the reſt of his FR Some- 
times I am tempted to think he. is more 
than civil; but not long am permitted 
to indulge that pleaſing thought: the ho- 
nour of his friendſhip is all I aſpire to; 


who would not with for ſuch a friend! 


he is ſo univerſally admired, J have ſo 
many fair rivals, that tis no wonder he 


mould overlook the humble Jefly : in- 
deed he is not particular to any one, 


though gracefully polite to all. If he 
converfes: more with me than the other 
ladies of the family, I fear it is becauſe J 
am forward, and put myſelf more in 


his way. Forward you ery, the ti- 
mid Jeſſy forward | well may you be 


ſurprized ; but alas! I am not what 1 
was 3 reaſon no longer governs ; an ir- 
reſiſtable impulſe directs my actions: 1 
iavoluntarily do a thouſand things, for 
which, on cool reflection, I ſeverely 


1 my elf — iD nights 


7 10 


* 


Sicken * 


FINE-GENTLEMAN. 217. 


ſpent in fruitleſs regret, puniſh me for 
the nen 1 e 17 day. 


I have moſt ak fixed my ok 


fections on a man who never can repay | 


them ; on the only man, fince my arri- 
val here, whom it was madneſs to be- 


hold with partiality : even lord W—, 


though ſo much above me in fortune, I 
might have ſtood ſome chance to 


pleaſe : chance, do I fay.? I have ac- 
tually pleaſed him but too well for my 


peace ; he torments me : I foreſee much 
uneaſineſs, from his paſſion, amiable, 


ſenſible, and accompliſhed as he is, 1 


never can feel for him any other ſenti- 
ment but of eſteem. | 


1347 e Is viſibly alarmed at 


his attachment to me: ſhe need not: 


and yet if he ſhould fo far conquer his 
pride as to form ſerious deſigus of ad- 


dreſſing me; if he ſnould apply to my 


Vou J. fathers 


— — . —— . — n—_zq 
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Father ; I am loſt, I ſhall certainly be 
driven to fome deſperate recourſe, in 
order to avoid a match to which I never 
can conſent. Had my heart been free, 
I might have made a painful ſacrifice to 
my filial duty: I might even have ac- 
quitted my ſelf as a wife, with propriety 
and diſoretion: I might have lived con- 
tent, with a man 1 could reſpect, though 
I never ſhould have experienced that 
Astally pleafing paſſion, by which my 

heart is how fo totally engroſſed; bap- 
Py in the oontinuance of that indiſſer- 
ence, the loſs of which I have ſuch rea- 
fon to | lament : but now 'to give my 
hand to one man, while another ſo 
wholly poſſeſſes my affections ! it is not 
to be thought of. 


Net Monday my father is expected. 
My Ive lis pute, it is placed on a wor- 
thy object; chat paſſion, when genuine, 
is aid to xefine and ennoble the mind: 
13 +10) It 
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it has depraved mine: a few weeks ago, 
I ſhould have rejoiced at the proſpect of 
ſeeing my parent: now (how I hate my- 
ſelf for a ſentiment ſo unnatural, fo un- 
grateful !) I almoſt dread his arrival. 


Adieu! my dear friend. Do you not 
pity your 1 


Jessx LIVINOS Tow? 


eit er r r Kt 


Mrs. CRAVEN to Miſs Nancy PEM- 
BROKE, | 


| Craven Hall. 
ID fortune only favour me with 
my Nancy's company, that J 
might the more ſeverely feel the miſery 
of being deprived of ſuch ſweet ſociety ? 
But J muſt not murmur. My dear aunt 


was infinitely good to ſpare you ſo long, 


to ſpare you at a time when your pre- 
ſence was ſo neceſſary. Alas! my 
2 what would have become of 
„ but for that heart felt conſolation ! 

To be ſeparated from all my connex- 
ions, to be carried to a ſtrange place 


amongſt ſtrangers, and that by a man, 


who, to ſay no worſe, had not intitled 
himſelf 
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himſelf to my eſteem ; far leſs could I | 


fo. far command my heart as to compel 
it to love, though he had forced me to 
give him a right to all it's affections. I 
hope in time I ſhall be enabled to diſ- 
charge that duty, as well as thoſe which 
I have already chearfully accuſtomed 
myſelf to; at leaft, if I cannot force 
my ungovernable heart to beſtow itſelf 
on him, it ſhall continue lock'd up in 
my breaſt, equally inacceſſible to all 
the reſt of mankind. I thank heaven 
not one-thought is harboured there, but 
what I might, without a bluſh,” expoſe 


to the moſt ſenſorious critic. Much am 
I indebted to the kind guardians and in- 
ſtructors of my youthful mind, for that 


_ maſtery of my paſſion which by habit 1 
have acquired ; taught from infancy, 

_ wiſely taught, to be temperate in all 
gk 
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Much am I alſo obliged to my 
Nancy, for the friendly pains the took 
to reconcile me to my fate: nay I be- 
lieve my ſweet girl was ſerious in her 
commendations of Mr. Craven: tis 
certain, he never appeared to ſuch ad- 
vantage, as in her company, and none 
ef his graces or agreeable qualities did 
you ſuffer to eſcape my notice: his. 
| fine perſen, his eaſy addreſs, his un- 
bounded fondneſs, his good-humoured 
vivacity. It muſt Be own'd however, 
that you made the very moſt of them; 
at leaſt, they do not in your abſence fo 
' forcibly ſtrike me. Ah! let me not be 
ungrateful ! though he would never 
have been the man of my choice, yet 
as nothing happens but what is wiſely. 
permitted by the Almighty, I ought to 
regard him as choſen for me by a higher 
power : and certainly no man ever took 
more pains than he does at preſent to- 
make me content with my lot. His 

aſſiduity 
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aſſiduity is unremitted; but he has not: 
that delicate, that unaffected native ten- 


derneſs in his diſpoſition that I could 


with : when the firft fervour of his paſ- 
ſion is abated, 1 fear I ſhall-not find in 
him what is the principal charm of wed-- 
lock, the kind ſympathizing/ friend : he 


ſeems not to have a- heart endued with a 


ſufficient portion of ſenſibility, for it to 
be in uniſon with mine. 


I have another fear, of a fill more 


important nature, and which, as one 
now intereſted in his welfare, gives me 


infinite concern: I mean, the flight 
ſenſe, even to e which he en- 


tertains of religion. O! from whence, 


but from that pure en can we hope 


for true morality ? and without mora- 


lity, what dependence can I place in- 
him ? what, after having gratified his 
wiſhes at the expence of ſo much falſe- 
1. when the WN is worn off, and 
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my few charms, by becoming familiar, 
ceaſe to pleaſe; what tye then have! 


on him, who, freed from the dread of 


Future ' puniſhment, regards this vain 
world as his all; and therefore thinks 
he ought, wiſely, to make the moſt of 
it? Ah! will not ſuch a one laugh at 
marriage-vows, and think it beneath 
the dignity, of a man of reaſon to be 


bound by what was invented by merce- 
"9 prieſts ? 


Fe . 


Fan of this nature, fome of 


1125 this kind of wit, I laſt night acciden- 


tally over-heard paſs between him and 
ſome very rakiſh-looking young men, 
who yeſterday paid him a viſit. I was 
by no means pleaſed with our gueſts ; 
though you may believe I took all pru- 
dent care, out of reſpect to Mr. Craven, 
who introduced them to me as his 
friends, to conceal my ſentiments. At 
dinner they abſolutely ſtared me out of 

counte- 
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countenance, and affected to whiſper 
their pretended admiration of my beauty, 


| | ſorſooth, ſo very audibly, and in ſuch 


modiſhly free ea that I was 
n Aendern 


1 1 my . à viſit from 
your favourites, the miſs Minifees, obli- 
ges me to lay down my pen. 


% 


Lour's, ever, 


M. Craven 

P. S. Next Monday we expect Sir 
William, Mrs. Melvin, and lady Suſan, 
who is till. their gueſt. As to my mo- 

ther-in-law, I owe her no duty; and: 
the has too manifeſtly proved her en- 
mity, to deſerve the continuance of my 
leaſt regard. Her worthy daughter I 
eſteem; and as ſhe is on the point of 
being ſeparated from her by a marriage, 
Ls from 


226 TB MODERN 


from which ſhe has a proſpe& of great 
felicity ; as ſhe is going to be her 'own' 
miſtreſs, I ſay, I ſhall be happy to con- 
tinue rank'd in the number of her 
friends.: but for lady Jones, all farther 
connections between her and me is at. 
an end. She ran the riſque of making 
me wretched, without having any juſt 
foundation to hope (no hope but what 
her fooliſh vanity ſuggeſted) that it would 
at all further her ſcheme on Sir William. 
What a fcrawl ! Adieu, my gueſts have 
quitted their carriage, and now I muſt 
leave you. 


EET 
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Mis Lt V-INGSTON: to Mig Sanprs: 
at Paris. 15 


LL that I 1 is come te 
. paſs, and I ſee nothing before me 
but ſcenes of wretchedneſs. In the midit: 
of all this, fortune, to render my troubles 
in ſome meaſure ſuppartable, has made 
me- miſtreſs of the only man's affectionsz 
that ever did or ever will appear valua-- 
ble to the heart of your Jeſſy. Ves, 
my friend; Orlando, the dear, the 
amiable Orlando, no longer conceals 
his paſſion from me; a paſſion which . 
find was reciprocal from the fuſt mo- 
ment we beheld each other. 8 


| Dalighs . 
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Delightful thought ! let me for à 
_ . while baniſh all others, that I may in- 
dulge it without alloy. Terreſa, my 
dear Terreſa, you knew not the true 
diſpoſition of you friend: ſhe did not 
know herſelf, till love awaken'd her 
feelings and unveil'd the ſecret receſſes 
of her heart; that heart long fancy'd ſo 
cool, ſo philoſophic, ſo capable of go- 
verning its emotion: O! how I was de- 
ceived. The ſtill voice of reaſon was 
loft, prudence in vain remonſtrates ; 
duty, affection, pride, and the virtu- 
ous love of fame, of an unblemiſhed 
conduct, all, all have loſt their force, 
and paſſion governs me at pleaſure : 
What it will drive me to, heaven knows; 
but this I know, that no power on earth 
ſhall compel me to give my hand to a 


man, whom as a huſband I © with 
horror. 0 | 


The very next morning after my fa- 
ther' O arrival, lord W- cloſeted him, 


; | and 
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and i in form ſolicited his * to pay 
his addreſſes to me. Joy, gratitude, all 
that a fond father, ambitious.” of his 
daughter's grandeur, could feel, was 
expreſſed on the occaſion. He flew to 
me, with what he thought the welcome 
news. I liſten'd, pale, trembling and 
almoſt ready to faint. He pauſed, he 
fixed his eyes on my face, and waited 
with a half. contracted brow for an an- 
fwer z which, from my looks, he gueſſed 
would not be what he with'd.- I gaſp'd 
for breath; a deep ſigh relieved my 
ſwelling boſom. *T'was no time to diſ- 
ſemble, to give falſe hopes would only 
protract my perſecution. I collected all 
my courage, (love baniſh'd my native 
timidity) and with a reſpectſul yet reſo- 
lute air, reply'd, Pardon me, fir, for 1 
foreſee I ſhall offend ; but your daughter 
has not been taught to diſſemble: par- 
don me, I again repeat, when I tell 
you that I never can, that I never will 
- accept 


. 
= — 7 


accept of the honour intended me by 
lord W—, You never can, you never 
will! (Rernly interrupted my father} 
heavens ! can I. believe my ſenſes? is 
it in that deciſive tone, is it with. 


that determinate air, that the once ſub. 


miſſive Jefly dares to. anſwer her pa- 


rent? Go, reflect a little; I pardon this 


your firſt offence: but I expect, when we 
meet again, that you will have taught 
yourſelf to practice the duty you owe 


me, and alſo render'd yourſelf ſenſible 
"of what is for your true happineſs. So 
ſaying, he left me. Reflect !* On what 


can I reflect Terreſa? on the ſtorm that 


is gathering, that will burſt upon me, 


and from which I fee no poſſibility of 
an eſcape, without being guilty of a 
ſtep, the imprudence of which will im - 


bitter all my future days. Ah! is it 


not better to be wretched from having 
acted up to my duty, than to be equally 


ſo by * it? No doubt. But then, 


Orlande !- 
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Orlando ! yet he ons he dare not pub- 


lickly make me his wife, or the loſs of 


his father's favour muſt follow, and ruin, 
as to . (be ee ee 


Twas for. this reaſon Ye ſo long con 
cealed his- paſſion; a paſſion Which he 


would to the laſt have ſtruggled to con- 


ceal, had not the proſpect of ſceing me 
beſtow my ſelf on another driven him 
to deſpair, and put him off his guard. : 
Now he does not preſume to adviſe, he 
laments his fate; he fighs, he looks 
pale, he is, I ſee, endeavouring to ſacri- 
fice his love to my welfare, to what the 
world eſteems my intereſt. Generous | 


man ! ſuch a diſintereſted conduct will - 


prevail more, ah! I fear were he to 
urge me, I ſhould not be able to refuſe 
him any thing conſiſtent with my ho- 


nour. Heaven protect and guard me 
from myſelf. 

Adieu! yours, ; 
J. * 
EE 
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Nis ads N to Miſs L "YI Ys 


at PARIS, i, 


AER RE SA, my gear, Terrefa, 
this is perhaps the laſt time that I 


ſhall have courage to addreſs you with 


the familiarity of a friend. They drive 


me to deſperation. They will force 


me to act in ſuch a manner, that 1 ſhall 
no longer dare to hope f for Your eſteem. 


"| Yehierday morning my Riker ſent 


for me into his appartment, and with a 


ſtern air faid to me, You have juſtly for- 
feited my tenderneſs, and to the high- 
eſt degree exaſperated me by your ob- 
ſtinacy ; an obſtinacy for which I can 
now but too well account. Unfortunate, 


infatuated girl! forgetting both your 


duty to heaven and me, you have dared 


to beitow your affections on a Heretick, 


and 


and a rebel. But know that, fondly as I 
once loved you, 1 would fooner follow 
you to your grave, than ſuffer the an- 
guiſh of beholding fo wicked, ſo hate- 


ful an union, To prevent which, hear 
what I have fixedly, and unalterably re- 


ſolved, either that you ſhall to-morrow- 
morning (for I will not riſque the danger 


of unneceſſary delay) give your hand to 


lord W—, or elſe prepare to ſet off for 
France, to which place I will inſtantly 


conduct you, and in a convent (whether 


you take the vows or not) will ſhut you up | 


for life. This is my unalterable reſolution, 


ſo take your meaſures accordingly ; only 


one night have you to reflect, and to 
come to a reſolution. + 


He left wie this now cruel father of 


miue left me, more dead than alive, 


What ſhall I do, Terreſa? Flight? ah 
with whom can I fly, and who will pro- 
: rect 
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tect me, W and em 2 ? 


Marry lord \W— |. I would ſooner die. 
A. convent |! too well do I know the 
| wretchedneſs of that hopeleſs ſtate. O 
tis, if poſſible, worſe than the former. 


But how avoid it ? my father, ever in- 
flexible when once he has fixed on any 
thing, aided by. ſuperſtitious prieſts, 
who will think they do a meritorious 


action, were they even to diag me to 


the altar, and to bold me there while 
they pronounced. the marriage rites ; 
Kill more meritorious will they deem 
it, to condemn me to a convent. lam 


abſolutely i in deſpair. i Ah! here comes 
Orlando, What a critical, what a dan- 


gerous time has he choſen for an in- 
terview? O! Terreſa, pity me if 1 


"Mould be tempted to forget thoſe pru- 
dent. precepts, which with you I was 


taught, —He. is here. Adieu 
*. 
L E. T. 
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Ms. Enavan, to Mit PEMBROXE, at 
 SUDLEY... | 


Eraven-- Hall: 


AST aht for it was late when 

they arrived, Mr. Craven intro- 
duced to me a gentleman and lady, the 
former of whom he faid was his favou- 
rite, and moft particular. friend. ] re- 
_ ceived him as fuch, nor did J pay lefs 
attention, and. civility to his fair com- 
panion, wbo ſeemed exceedingly de-- 
jected and fatigued; but in ſpite of both, 
uncommonly handfome. A very ftri- 
king figure, and a face perfectly lovely 
though pale ; her complexion clear as 
the light, yet viſibly” impaired by 
grief and anxiety. As to the gentleman, 
I never in my life beheld a form fo 
elegantly, fo gracefully majeſtic : the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


air of his countenance is equally noble, 


with great expreſſion, and vivachy in 
his fine black eyes. The young lady 
teſtified her gratitude for my polite at- 
tention, rather by her looks than words, 
She ſeemed indeed too languid, and too 


much diſpirited to be able to enter into 


converſation ;. and as ſoon as the cloth 
was removed, begg'd leave to retire to 
her apartment. I accompanied her to 
the door of it, but gueſſed that ſhe would 
then very willingly diſpenſe with my 
farther attendance. I inſtantly. went to 
my own room, ſuppoſing that Mr, Cra- 
ven and his friend, who I found had 
been ſome months abſent from each o- 
ther, would be glad to have a little pri- 
vate chat. When he came to bed, I ex- 
preſſed my admiration of his gueſts, but 
added, that I was concerned to ſee ſuch 
viſible traces of ſorrow on the lady's 
- countenance, Tis eafily accounted for, 
(returned he) ſhe has juſt ſtole a private | 
marr lage: 
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marriage with my friend, and ſuch is 
their ſituation, that it may be many 


years ere he is at liberty publickly to 


acknowledge her as his wife. They 


have aſſumed a fictitious name, and pro- 


poſe for ſome wee ks to enjoy each 
other's company in a retreat, which, by 
their orders, I have given directions to 
be prepared for their reception in our 


neighbourhood : they will however, 


curing our ſtay in the country, be fre- 
quently our gueſts ; and when we go to 
town in winter, as they muſt there be 
ftill more cautious, my friend has propo- 
fed to me, if agreeable to you, that his 
lady ſhould wholly refide with us, as a 


relation of yours, till their affairs take 
a more fayourable turn. Mr. Warren - 


der, (continued he) is his real name, 


but he has taken that of Belmont: he is 
infinitely charm'd with my Marriana, 
and hopes you will find his wife worthy 
of ue IE She is a native of 


Scotland; 
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Scotland; and, being an entirefiranger 
in England, ftands in great need of fuch 
a friend to ſupport her fpirits, and re- 


Concile her to herſelf, after taking a ſtep, 
which her prudence highly condemns, 


Well may ſhe condemn; herſelf, my 


Nancy, for too often are ſuch acts of 
diſobedience followed by the moſt fatal 
conſequences : but though ſhe may ſee 


| Her error in the cleareſt Iight, Tet us in 


charity draw a veil over the faults of a 
youthful heart, govern'd by a paſſion 
which is too little under the influence of 
reaſon. 


The amiable Sit William, bis iter, 
and lady Suſan, left us laſt Wedneſday. 
Would you believe it, Nancy? I was 


not ſorry when they put an end to their 


viſit, highly as 1 eſteem them : I felt 
auk ward, and diffident of myſelf; yet, if! 


know my heart, it is now wholly freed 


from its weakneſs ; diſappointed in its 
firſt 


ft attachment, tis cold and iafonſible z 
never more will the flame of love be re- 
Eindled; from the firſt, it burnt with a 


temperate heat, fortunately no deluſive 


hopes fed the flame, fo that I found it ne 


very difficult zaſk to get it wholly extin- , 
guiſhed. I ſtill ſaw in my much eſteem- 


ed guardian graces and attractions, which 
I have not yet been able to diſcover in 


any other of his ſex; a ſuperior good 
ſenſe, a benevolence, a gentleneſs of 


manner, and a rectitude of conduct, 
that exalts him above his fellow. 


Heaven ! how had ſuch an infignifi- 
cant (to ſay no worſe of her) as lady 


Jones the preſumption, to aſpire to ſuch. 


a man! Since my marriage, it ſeems 


the came to an explanation with him; 


and made no ſcruple to tender him the 


offer of her perſon and fortune. The; 


ſcene, as lady Suſan deſcribed it, was 
y comic 
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comic to the higheſt degree: but I ho ve 


not time at preſent ; Mrs. Belmont \.. I 
muſt call her) is in the breakfaſt-par- 


jour: tis near ten o'Clock. Adieu 


M. CRA VRH. 


EN of the Firſt Vol uk. 
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